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WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
By Eric G. Hogberg, WATAH 
4190 Malden Drive 
Sarasota, Florida 34241 
(813) 377-6587 

The ongoing situation of illegal phone patching, interference, 
obscenity, etc., that has the amateur community asking, what can 
be done, is nothing new. It is a result of Part 97 Rules and 
Regulations, that are unuseable and unenforceable. It is also a 
result of unenforcement due to the limited resources that the FCC 
is presently experiencing. 

In order to present a solution, we must first look at the FCC 
posture, and the type of individuals who have entered into the 
amateur ranks in the last decade. There is very little that can be 
done to change or beef-up the FCC, until Congress acts. 

The amateur in recent years has found very congested band 
conditions, and has had very little instructions in the Rules and 
Regulations of the Amateur Radio Service. And, most importantly 
has seen little or no enforcement of these rules. 

It seems to him that all the old-timers have taken the best 
frequencies for their nets, and it seems as though no matter where 
he goes, someone says the frequency is in use. His first instinct is to 
fight back. 

Now comes the linear amplifier, and he runs right over the top of 
the others. He is asked to run a phone patch from a vessel at sea, 
and he is the most helpful contributor to an illegal act you can find. 

So, lets take a look at what we the amateur community, and 
perhaps the ARRL and other organizations can do. 

The FCC Enforcement Division, has agreed that some of the 
rules and regulations need rewriting. So lets see if we, the amateur 
community and the ARRL, can assist in this rule-making. 

Since the ARRL has signed an agreement with the FCC FOB, to 
help in its policing procedures (Amateur Auxiliary), I feel that we 
should aggressively seek workable and enforceable rules. I also 
believe that the ARRL should aggressively seek administrative 
sanctions, against violators. 

The ARRL has the only operating organizations that can request 
and clear these administrative sanctions, with no cost to the FCC. 

The Amateur Auxiliary sends a notice of violation. The second 
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ARRL Field Day June 24-25 
Jacksonville Hamfest Aug. 5-6 
Helbourne Hamfest Sept. 9-10 

West Palm Bch Hamfest. Oct 14-15 
Ft. Lauderdale Hamfest, Nov. 11-12 
Tampa Hamfest, Nov. 18-19 

Ft. Myers Hamfest Jan. 20, 1990 
Pinellas Park Hamfest Jan 21. 
Inverness Hamfest, Jan 27 
Miami Hamboree Feb. 3-4 


Here we see Hoisy Hoisington W4YTA/AAR 
Crane, WB4ERU, looking, giving an excellent amateur radio demo 
to hundreds of young boy s6uts at the 30th Annual Scoutmaster’s 
Camporee in Ft. Lauderdale at Holiday Park. Nice going guys! 


(Photo by Doug Jones W3IVH) 


SOLAR STORMS MAY 


CREATE HAVOC ON EARTH 
PHONE LINES, POWER TRANSFORMERS 
COULD BE AT PERIL 


Baltimore — The intense solar activity that caused brilliant 
auroras over much of North America in March is continuing to rise 
sharply, and solar scientists predict that sun storms will disrupt 
communications, overload power transformers and drag satellites 
from their orbits in the next few years. 

Solar activity “‘looks like it could be higher than the 195 
maximum, which was the biggest on record,”’ said Dr. David Rust, 
a physicist at the Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory. 

Levels of solar activity historically have been measured in 
numbers of sunspots, dark blotches that slowly drift across the 
surface of the sun. 

Scientists have identified an average cycle of solar activity of 
just over 11 years since data collection began in 1848. 

The number of sunspots in the current Solar Cycle 22, which 
began in September 1986, is rising ‘‘at a rate which rivals or ex- 
ceeds that of all cycles in the history of sunspot observations,”’ 
according to the Space Environment Services Center in Boulder, 
Colorado. 

Since the start of the cycle, researchers have recorded some 130 
sunspots, only slightly under the record 140 seen in the 
corresponding period that began in 1956, said Gary Heckman, the 
chief of the center, operated by the National Oceanic and At- 
mospheric Administration and the Air Force. 

“It’s been out of the bounds of normal behavior,’’ said George 

‘ Withbroe, a solar astronomer at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center 
for Astrophysics. 

Solar flares occur when a magnetic loop, filled with extremely 
hot gas, suddenly arcs into the solar atmosphere, hurling a shower 
of radiation and high-energy particles into space. ‘‘Geomagnetic 
storms”’ can result on earth as charged particles heat and disrupt 
the upper atmosphere. 

The biggest flare on record occurred August 7, 1972, while three 
others erupted within 15 hours August 2nd, blowing up a 230,000-volt 
electrical transformer in British Columbia, tripping circut 
breakers, damaging electrical filters in long-distance telephone 
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Our EX CALL Column is still going. Have you sent in yourswith a 
Renewal or Hambar? 


FROM THE EDITOR 


Needless to say summer and hurricane season is here! It is time 
‘for all active Amateurs to regroup. Take a hard look at how and 
your station can be of public service any hurricane in your city or 
county. Dade County Red Cross and Office of Emergency Manage- 
ment is in urgent need of Amateurs to man shelters. For details — 
please call W4IYT at 888-3874 or KI4T at 596-9373 day or night! 
OUR Amateur Radio Proclamation from our Governor proclaiming 
June 18-24, 1989 1989 AMATEUR RADIO WEEK arrived too late 
for publication. Thanks to the Tallahassee Amateurs for their 
efforts! -- Your attention is directed to page one...SOLAR STORMs 
To yea Ed, this is of great concern to the world! I remember asa 
kid back in Kansas (W9KCS) seeing the great Northern Lights. All 
amateurs bands and all other frequencies was just one loud hisssss. 
Telegraph, teletype line just chattered. Some power plants shut 
down. Standard Broadcast stations faded completely out! NOAA 
predicts this one will be the grandaddy of them all. All we can 
do is sit, wait and listen. - AC 


ore LETTERS § 


Due to a scheduling mix-up on the part of armory personnel here in Crystal River it has 
been necessary for us to change the date for the Tenth Annual Citrus County Hamfest to 
Saturday, January 20, 1990. ites: 

Their error has created many problems for us and we hope you and the Florida Skip 
will help us to make everyone aware of the change for this event. Please change the date 
as listed in the ‘Coming Events” box on the front page of your publication. 

This year we will have expanded flea market area available for exhibitors as well as 
increased parking for attendees and expect that this will be the biggest hamfest ever in 
Citrus County! 

Thanks for you help! 


— 7, 
Richard Barrett, KK4NQ 
6205 West Gwen Lane 
Homosassa, Florida 32646 
(904) 628-5063 
SILENT KEYS 


We are deeply sorry to report the passing of the follow Florida 
amateurs. Kindly advise SKIP if you hear of any in your area. 


N40ORZ ex KA4ZJL KF4NW Michael Martines, 40 Hialeah 
AB4KA ex KM4DM, KC4BUE W4NY Robert B. Webb , 84 Lakeland 
W4RSG ex W3GBC, W2QDT W3TCV Morton Kizner Maitland 
W4VZ ex W2DID, W4CAZ KA4BBT Ross K Gessford Sr. Brandenton 
W4IXA ex W2HUU K4GWE John Gerfy Beverly Hills 
WB4RFB ex WB2CDV, W4EPW W4IWF John D. Norris Jacksonville 
KI4T ex WA2IYW, WA4LJZ 
Hate te CREED. Wi LJW , 
W4SQG ex ’ NEW 440 MHZ REPEATER MAP 
ee ca Wer tale WIIDB Dae ae orey and hard work, Florida Skip now has a 
z MAP listing all Repeaters in Florida! The ma 

W4D0X ex MB PA A i ts DXSAS W4DOX/ editor, Harlin Cohn, W4UIM ih Miami did a very nice job ie 
W4LGP a KP 4GY, K4RF, W9QQE this map. It is much like our 2 Meter Map except it is printed 
AG4R Ace K4ZZV, W6EWC, W8EWC, YN1- on light green paper. You will be amazed at the number of 440 

WC, HR2WC Repeaters Florida now has! I was! The price is the same as 
W4UAA ex W2FPX our 2 Meter Map, 25 cenis each with your self-addressed 
KJ4AS ex W2HQC, W4GPO, KP4HT, W2HUA stamped envelope. (Don’t forget the stamp!) To: 440 Map, 

DL4IK Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. (Note: The 2 and 440 Maps 
KB40I ex W4DHQ will goin one envelope for 22 cents postage. ) 

NOTICE NOTICE 


DUE TO A LACK OF SPACE, WE ARE HOLDING FOR NEXT 
MONTH SEVERAL EXCELLENT ARTICLES. OUR SINCERE 
THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED COOPERATION. WE 
HOPE TO GET EVERYTHING IN VERY SOON. 

Editor 


ON 


SIXTH EDITION 2 METER | 
REPEATER MAP 


Tucker, W4F XE did his usual excellent job with 100 
percent updates. The map is 11 by 17 inches printed on 
#, 50 pound light yellow paper with black ink, making it 
# easy to read. Each city has its own box containing 
= repeater frequencies. Another list is along the left side 
- making it wasy to see which city has what frequency. 
We are keeping the price down to 25 cents each plus 
= your self-addressed stamped envelope (SASE) to 
ie prings, 266. 


ene PaO ag Rep pradcep ne EA AR Naan 


FLORIDA SKIP, ING. 
P.O. Box 501 
Miami Springs, Florida 33266 


Enclosed is $8.00 FOR 1 year subscription 
to FLORIDA SKIP. My mailing address is: 


C] New. J Renewal 
My CORRECT address is: Call 
Name 
Address 
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| NO MORE NOISE 
By Bob Sherin, W4ASX ¢ Miami 
“There’s a demon dogging ham radio. . . ZZZZZZZZZZ.”’ 

A familiar call ends in a remarkable discovery: ““CQ DX 20 
meters, this is W4ASX standing by.” The red transmit light goes 
_ out as the relays thump. The watt meter drops back from 1,500. A 
tangle of signals sound in the headphones. 

Reaching for my rotator control, I press clockwise. Atop the 50- 
foot tower, a four-element monobander swings to the east. 
Gradually, an unmistakable voice starts taking shape: ‘‘Seven-, 
seven-five, seven X five-.’’ Wow, Algeria. Not that rare but my 
first. 

“The 7X5, please repeat your entire call.’’ Crystal clear; the 
answer begins: ‘‘7x5,’’ but then ‘‘ZZZZZZZZZZ.”’ I mutter under 
my breath, ‘‘That (expletive deleted) noise again.” So much for 
operating ham radio. 

You can’t be a ham for long Without experiencing the agony of 
interference. QRM is the main culprit, of course. But there’s a 
demon dogging ham radio, this one mysterious — ZZZZZZZZZZ. 1 
decided to fight back. 

= * *k * 

With Yagi in hand, binoculars and receiver slung around his 
neck, he steps down from the Florida Power and Light (FPL) 
_ truck. Meet FPL’s super-sleuth of covert noise, 44-year-old Ron 
Natter. 

Preoccupied, he replies, “I took a reading from this street 
looking east. Then I went another block to the east, where my read- 
ings started dropping. Still, when the burst comes on, the general 
direction of the interference is back toward where you have your 
antenna oriented.”’ 

His instinct honed by 15 years of heavy experience, Natter takes 
a fiberglass extender pole out of the truck. 

The first thing you learn is that every problem producing noise 
has its own unique signature. To him, the clues are telling: arcing 
which is horizontally polarized, low level, intermittent and pin- 
pointed. 

Natter proceeds through my neighbor’s backyard. ‘‘The 
greatest cause of power line interference,’’ he says, ‘‘is loose 
equipment. What happens in most cases is all this equipment is put 
on a pole years ago when the nuts and bolts are tightened up against 
the wood. Over a period of time, as the pole shrinks, the hardware 
loosens. Just a washer spinning on a bolt will create noise.’ 

Natter approaches the high-tension line. Listening to him, you 
_ wonder where you’ve been. Sure we’ve always seen those wires but 
most of us never stop to realize the extent to which they take on a 
life of their own. 

Most common noise: gap discharge versus corona. When most 
arcing occurs: in dry weather. 

Toughest noise to find: arcing to neutral, which is tied to ground. 

Reason: noise comes in from all directions, rendering the Yagi 
virtually useless. 

Other noisy causes: equipment damaged by lightning, 
deteriorating lightning arresters, electrically breached insulators, 
objects on the power lines (e.g. coat hangers, bicycle chains) and — 
surprise — rarely transformers. 

Natter reaches up toward a set of ‘“‘J.D. (string) insulators” 
with the fiberglass extender pole. A feeling of confidence comes 
over me. With obvious relish, he stops to relate a fascinating tale 
that had the FCC, cable, telephone, and television repair com- 
panies all scratching their heads. 

By the time Natter came on the scene last year, Dr. Stephen Irv- 
ing had been plagued by a Channel Two shrouded in herringbone. 
‘This was especially bad for Dr. Irving, a Miami psychologist, since 
he is an avid viewer of public television who alone complained of 
the problem. 

Though Natter knew from the pattern that the culprit was not 
power company related, he nonetheless threw himself into the 
challenge. Others weren’t experiencing the problem, he 
recognized, because most were cable subscribers, and Dr. Irving 
shunned cable. 

Even when the cable company offered itself as a cure, Dr. Irv- 
ing had declined. 

Natter, returning to the scene nights on his own time, hunted the 


One of SKIP’s furtherest DX subscriber, Slamet Handoko ko YDFEO 
(in car) showing off his ‘‘Fox Hunt”’ antenna at a local event in 


Jakarta, INDONESIA. FEO came in second. 


interference down to an area of several blocks. Then he cut power 
block by block. 

Two blocks from Dr. Irving’s home the interference disap- 
peared. 

Next Natter went door to door, where he discovered the cause: a 
television booster connected to a length of cut coax. 

Turns out that when cable came in, the company had spliced on 
to the existing booster to save coax, cutting away the other un- 
needed connection. Unterminated, the coax, while leaving the 
cable unaffected, acted as a transmitting antenna and radiated the 
booster’s miscreant signal into televisions Channel Two. 

Says a grateful Dr. Irving: ‘‘He seems to be an unbelievable 
cooperative guy, helpful and very interested on his own. I wanted to 
give him some money for helping me out but he wouldn’t take it.”’ 

Given results like that, my problem’s got to be a piece of cake. 
Natter pokes at the string insulators holding the high tension line. 

The ZZZZZZZZZZ, by this time unceasing, quits. He pokes 
again. ZZZZZZZZZZ. And again. Silence. 

Good-bye noise and its endless interruption of QSO’s. 

FPL’s Ron Natter, tracer of lost noises, solves another mystery 


of the clandestine kind. 
a sounneet 1989 by Bob Sherin, W4ASX. Reproduction only by writtern permission of 
e author 


F.C.C. DENIES INDIVIDUAL 
SPECIAL EVENT CALL SIGN REQUEST 

In a recent letter to an amateur denying a request for 
authorization to use the numerals ‘‘89”’ in the call sign of a special 
event station, FCC’s Private Radio Bureau Chief Ralph Haller 
said: 

“‘T regret that your request can not be granted. Your request is, 
in effect, a request for a special call sign and issuance of those call 
signs was discontinued 11 years ago because the processing of such 
requests delayed processing of other applications. 

“There was one exception made for an amateur station 
operating in connection with the 1987 Pan American Games. Un- 
fortunately, that authorization has brought about an increase in the 
number of requests for special event calls, all of which had to be 
denied. For this reason, we do not anticipate that any future ex- 
ceptions will be made.”’ 

On other occasions, Ralph Haller has expressed satisfaction at 
how the ‘200’ call signs were administered and operated during the 
Constitution Bicentennial observance with the administration 
being done by the ARRL within FCC established guidelines. It is 
possible that some provision for limited special event call signs, 
administered along similar lines, can be made if they do not 


eventually result from the PRB-3 8 proceedings. 
eprinted from the ARRL Letter, June 2, 1989 
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FLORIDA C.W. NETS 
By Ed, K4IA 

QFN Manager Miss Phil Writes: The current band conditions, 
loss of winter members, storms and vacations really bring out the 
mettle of a net — and our mettle is the best. Only the skill and 
faithful persistence of our seasoned traffic handlers keep QFN 
alive and well. 

By the time this Florida Skip reaches you, my tenure as QFN 
manager will be drawing toa close. It has been a super year for me. 
Getting to know more of you better and having a say in guiding the 
net has been pure pleasure. I appreciate the trust you put in me and 
the honor of being selected to manage this prestigious net. 

Maintaining high standards of operating efficiency while 
keeping a friendly and cooperative atmosphere is a challenge — 
one that you always meet with great success. I will miss having a 
part in guiding QFN, but know Cotton will place her in excellent 
hands. 

My thanks to the NCS’ for greater use of the strong Central 
Florida stations to QNB the early sessions. : 

We have missed several stations lately due to relocation. 


K4UBR will move to the Jacksonville area, and AA4HT will slide. 


down into SFL as he settles in Lakeland. WD4KBW will be moving 
to Winter Haven shortly. WV5Z has flown to the north and may 
possibly make it his permanent QTH. If Kevin stays there, we will 
miss him but wish him well. WA4HDH is in Russia as‘ of this 
writing. His son, a doctor, is caring for the Olympic team and took 
Doc along. What an experience. 

We miss these members and others greatly and will be glad 
when they retrun to the QFN routine again. 

WO9WIB says his new mast is about done. 

On the positive side, an old-timer in traffic handling has been 
checking in regularly. A big welcome to WD4DNC, Barry in 
Jacksonville as he rejoins the ranks. W4NFK is back in there again, 
too. Nice hearing you Carl. 

N4KFU has stepped into the RN5 spot vacated by WV5Z. Also, 
WC4D, KB9LT and AA4BN have been regular subs for the May 
vacancies. 

Q.N.1. NOTABLES 

Ten plus: WA4T, WD4DNC, WT4F, K2GQU, W8IM, N4IWO, 
N4KFU and K4UBR. 

Twenty plus: AA4BN, AA4HT, W4NFK and K4SCL. 

Thirty plus: K41A, N4SS and W3TLV. 

Forty plus: WA4EIC, WX4H, W4KIX and K4ZK. 

Fifty plus: WC4D — 57, KA4FZI — 51 and KB9LT — 57. 

Sixty plus: shared by W4DL and WA4PFK. 

THE Q.F.N. LINE-UP 


Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 
NCS IA/4H K4ZK WA4HDH K4SCL_ = KA4FZI W4NFK> WA4PFK 
4RN AA4BN K4SCL _ HT/LT W4NFK WX4H WX4H K4IA 
RN5 LT/PFK N4KFU N4SS W4KIX K4ZK K4IA GYR/LT 
— 73/88, 
Miss Phil, KA4F ZI 
QFN Manager 


QFNS Report from Don, N4IWO: Statistics for May 1989: QNI 
221, QTC 99, QND 590, with 21 different stations checking in. 

A new check-in was K4F SU, Dick from Adel, Georgia. 

Top check-ins were: WA9VND and WA4PFK — 29; KA4SIH — 
27; WC4D and N4IWO — 25; followed by N4MML — 24. 

Many thanks to all members for their support. 

7, 
Don, N4IWO 
QFNS Manager 

FMSN Reported by Alma, N4MML: The faithful regulars were 
again keeping the net running smoothly with 23 check-ins during 
May. Not bad for the slower summer season with vacation time 
beginning. 

I'd like to give special recognition to 0.B., WC4D who always 
has a high QNI and this month is no exception as he had a perfect 
31! He also was NCS four times and QFN representative eight 
times. He and others were instrumental in bringing Mother’s Day 
traffic to the net during their radio club activity at Gulfview Mall. 

Joe, N4KFU came in as representative to QFN as well as 
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Spring Hill ARC, Walk America provided communications this 
year again. Some who participated at check point 4: SHARC 


Pres WA4SPR, W1OOR, W9JDK and N4EBH. (Photo by W1ZYR) 


AA4BN, WT4F, AA4FG, KB9LT and WA9VND covering other nets. 

High QNI were: WC4D — 31; KA4NXF — 29; AA4FG and 
WA9SVND — 28; KB9LT — 26; N4IWO — 25; followed by WB4WYG, 
N4MML, AA4BN, KA4SIH, AB4EC and KJ40U. 

It’s good to have KM4AE coming in again. Hope you’ll make ita . 
habit, Bill. 

The welcome mat is out for everyone to come join us . . . at 1730 
local time on 3561. 

— 73/88, 
Alma, NSMML 
FMSN Manager 
FOR ALL TRAFFIC HANDLERS 

While discarding an accumulation of traffic records over a year 
old, it occurred that at the next traffic handler’s meeting perhaps 
we should discuss and set recommendations for improving the 
generation and routing of large amounts of traffic at fairs, ete. 

Do you think we should set limits on text length, to number our 
available texts, and to book similar texts and destinations — just 
for starters? 

A degree of efficiency obtains when two or more net reps QNI a 
regional or area net — each with different categories. A station can 
also go directly to an area net as alternate transmit. 

Your comments will be tabulated for discussion. 

73, 
Ed, K4IA 
S.S.B. TRAFFIC NETS 
By Joe Scungio, NAKFU i 

Wow! Really feel good this morning. Guess Ill check into the 
FPTN morning net and hit them with my K.W. sig. 

Heck! What can go wrong. 

I sit down at my trusty rig, push the on button, tap the memory 
switch and “‘zing”’ I’m on frequency. Almost ready but better git 
muh signal good and strong. Hit the tune switch, push the send 
button and Dahhhhh. 

Almost there better hit it again. Dahhhhh. Got it dipped now. 
Maybe one final check to see if my SWR and ALC are okay. - 
Dahhhhh. 

Yeah! Looks good. Another great tune job and I’m ready for 
another glorious check-in. Seems quiet. Ah! Now I hear them. 

Everyone talking about dummy loads and the whole net is up-in- 
arms. 

Guess some jerk was trying to make malicious QRM again. 
Don’t know why they are all fired-up cause I don’t hear no QRM at 
my station. 

After net I guess I’ll call my tech buddy, W4TAH, and find out if 
they got any idea who the perpetrator is. Don’t know what’s going 
on now but seems like a good spot to jump in and impress them with 
my big signal. 


Evrs AMATEUR Rapio 


2513 S.W. 9th AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


oe’ 7 DAYS A WEEK 


COME 
SEE 
OUR 
NEW 

(Sy 


LARGER 


STORE 


“THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND 
HAM EQUIPMENT” 
VISIT OUR USED GEAR DEPT. 


EQUIPMENT SOLD ON CONSIGNMENT 


LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


305 305 
525-0103 944-3383 
BROWARD DADE 
AMERICAN EXPRESS - MASTERCARD & VISA 
““SE HABLA ESPANOL” 
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“This is N4KFU folks. Good morning everyone. No traffic.”’ 

It’s the start of another fine summer season and we are into the 
summer routine. This means that traffic has slowed down to a 
trickle. 

We can look at this situation as an opportunity to improve our 
nets and hone our skH]s under optimum conditions. 

Net managers will continue their search for NCS’ and liaison 
stations so they can plug the leaks and break them in under slower 
and better conditions. 

Don’t receive much of a response regarding SBB roll calls but 
Bill, WB4WYG sent me his thoughts. Basically he felt that it fosters 
togetherness and friendliness thus promoting participation. As a 
net manager he culls out stations that do not show up over a period 
of time which reduces the amount of time required to go through 
the roll. 

From FPTN, Bill, WB4WYG, Net Manager: May has come and 
gone and boy was it hot and dry. Only North Florida has enough 
rain to wash off the antennas. 

The Golden Cookie Award for April went to Hal, W4BKC and to 
Roy, K4EJW in May. 

May had 1,545 check-ins with 22 ‘‘travelers’’ being noted.”’ 

Many thanks to Joe, N4KFU for his timely articles on net 
discipline or ‘‘How to Get to Traffic Handlers Heaven.”’ It does pay 
to reread the articles on net discipline, even though we’ve been 
operating on a regular basis. We will get a little sloppy at times and 
this can cause the NCS to be distracted and take his mind off what 
to do next. 

Many net members are gone or going on vacation. 

Thanks to Dennis, KB4MON; Coy, KA4AJR; and George, 
WA4NBE we have not had a shortage of NCS’ like I’ve noticed on 
some other nets. Thanks for your dedication and help fellows! 

Some net members have been sick or had difficult home 
situations and we have found that a card certainly lets them know 
we are thinking about them and care. (i.e.: Stan, K4BLM of Miami. 
His wife let us know how much they help. ) 

It’s not too early to make plans for the Melbourne Hamfest. 
Hope to see many of you folks there and in the meantime you can 
find the net on 3940 at 6:55 every day. 

Come join us and start your ham radio day the FPTN way! 

——aiOS; 
Bill, WB4WYG 

From SWFTN, Earl, K4FQU Net Manager: Would like to thank 
the stations filling in as NCS’ and liaison stations while so many are 
on vacation. The NCS situation is okay but sure could use more 
liaison stations. 

Last year at this time we were about the same for activity and 
should pick up next month and then gradually keep climbing during 
the fall. That seems to be the pattern for all nets, so don’t feel 
badly about it. It happens every year. 

Anyway, thank-you for a job well done. 

It is election time again. This could be my last letter to you. NCS 
stations need to stress the importance of the net elections at the end 
of June. 

July is the change over time, if a new manager is selected and 
we do need the input and nominations from check-ins if there is to 
be an election. 

— 73s to all, 
B.A.T.S. Earl, K4FQU 
By N4TPE 


The Brevard Amateur Television System (BATS) is a new 
organization being formed in Central Florida to extend and 
promote the use of ATV. Its purposes are to educate the public in, 
and promote the art of television. 

To provide amateur television to public service agencies for 
emergency purposes and coordination of special events, to operate 
ATV repeaters in support of the above services and cooperate in 
coordination of the use of amateur television frequencies in 
Brevard County. 

We are looking for members who have a genuine interest in ATV 
and would like to take part in this unique form of amateur com- 
munications. ; 

If you’re not active on ATV yet or don’t have equipment yet, join 
us anyway, we want to help you get started. If you’re not a ham 


6 / FLORIDA SKIP, July 1989 


don’t worry, you don’t have to be to receive ATV signals. 


For more information join us on Mondays or drop us a letter in 
the P.O: Box. We will be glad to send you a copy of the news letter 
or specific information if needed. 

New membership and club support will help keep ‘this 
newsletter on the active list. 


FLORIDA AREA AMATEUR TELEVISION REPEATERS — 


Output Input 
Hialeah 426.25 439.250 
Miami 421.25 433.250 
Naples 427.25 439.250 
Orange City 426.25 439.250 
Melbourne 425.25 438.250 
Clearwater 421.25 434.250 


-*NASA Launch Broadcasts: 439.25 from K4QCC. 
Merritt Island, Audio On: 146.94, 146.340. 


S.E.F.T.N. NEWS 
By Walt Dixon, WADWN ; 

June 4th the SEFTN held its semi-annual Bar-B-Que Picnic 
Bash at Veteran’s Park in Lauderhill. A goodly crowd showed up to 
gorge themselves on delicious hamburgers, hot dogs and 
everything else that makes up a good picnic. 

The highlight of the picnic was when our new Net Manager Jim, 
KD4GR announced his appointment of Fred, KF4RL as assistant 
net manager. It was a closely guarded-secret up to that moment. 

As of June 1st the net had completed 19 straight months of total 
check-ins of 1,000 or more. A large thank you goes to our retiring 
manager Jim, KA4YHS who was responsible for making the 
SEFTN the best little traffic net in South Florida. 

The net meets every day of the year at 6:00 p.m. local time on 
the Motorola Repeater 146.79/19 MHz. You can check in with or 
without traffic. If you don’t know how to handle MSG traffic this net 
is the place to come to pick up pointers on doing so. 

This is a fun net with lots of friendly people. 


TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS — MAY 1989 


By WA4PFK and KB9LT 
1. W3CUL 3,005 11. WBOHOX 195 
2. W3VR 1,021 12. WA4EIC 184 
3. WA9VND- 451 13. N4SS 184 
4. K4SCL 344 14. K4ZK 174 
5. WA4PFK 303. 15. KA4FZI 162 
6. KB9LT 303 16. W4NFK 145. 
7. AA4HT 241 17. N4HAP 144 
8. WD4IIO 237 +18. AA4BN 142 
9. WA4QXT 228 19. KD4GR 122 
10. WC4D 211 20. N4KFU 116 
TRAFFIC HOUNDS — MAY 1989 | 
By K4ZK, STM South Florida 
NET  QNI AVG. QTC AVG. SESSIONS MGR QTC/QNI 
QFN 854 13.8 646 10.4 62 KA4FZI 75 
FPTN 1,545 49.8 298 9.6 31 WB4WYG 19 
FMTN 691 22.3:291 9.4 31 N4UF 42 
SEFTN 1,091 35.2 190 6.1 31 KA4YHS aT, 
GN 251 81 180 5.8 31 N4ET 71 
SVTN 657 21.2 140 4.5 31 KB4LB 21 
FAST 432 69 124 2.0 62 WD4KBW 28 
NFPN 2,078 65.5 121 3.9 31 WA4GNR 05 
OF NS 208 17st 6900 ae 31 N4IWO 44 
FMSN 303 98 98 3.6 31 N4MML 32 
SWFTN 656 243 89 3.3 27 K4FQU 13 
FPON 9 385''.12.4"270") 22 31 WB4GCK 18 
SPARC 535 17.3 48 1.5 31 WBOHOX 08 
DEN 539 107.8 25 5.0 5 N4RMB 04 
PBTN, e334 014.2 eth eek” 23 WA4RUE 06 
ENMC 60 12.0. lees ae 5 K4ZK 30 
AIN "Oisd0.5 ee eee 4 WA4PFK 10 
PRVAN Soo 24a BIOs 9 WD4KBW 13 
Total QTC: 2,459 « Average QTC/QNI: .27 
LATE APRIL: 
10.5 30 WB4WYG 21 


FPTN 1,458 48.6 315 
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FLORIDA PACKET RADIO 
By Al Vesce, K4CY 
THE PRIVATE MESSAGE 

Sending private messages (SP) is an excellent way to com- 
municate with a distant station you know has packet equipment. 
There are two criteria: 

1. The distant station must have packet equipment. 

2. You must know the home Packet Bulletin Board Station 

(PBBS) used by the distant station to receive his/her mail. 

The format is straight-forward and simple. Here is an example 
of a private message (sometimes called E-MAIL or electronic 
mail): 

SP WB8ABC @ K8X YZ 

SOUTH BEND IN 46628 

HI FRED. OUR SKED ON TWENTY METERS LAST 
SATURDAY DIDN‘T WORK OUT. WILL TRY AGAIN NEXT 
SATURDAY. 73 

CLARENCE 

KB8ME @ K4CY 

Z 

Note that line one uses ‘“‘SP”’ telling the bulletin board this is a 
private message. WB8ABC is the distant station this message is 
being sent. A maximum of six characters may be used. This 
location (between the SP and the @ symbol) is called the secondary 
address field. There must be a space after the ‘‘SP’’ and another 
space before the ‘‘@’’ symbol. 

The PBBS used by WB8ABC is K8XYZ. That call sign is located 
in what is called the primary address field. A single space must 
separate the @ symbol and that call sign. The primary address also 
has a maximum six-character field and a RETURN after the last 
character in the primary address signals the PBBS that this is the 
end of the first line. 

All PBB’s that receive this message will ignore the secondary 
address. They work (automatically) on the primary address only. 
When this message arrives at K8X YZ (the destination PBBS), the 
PBBS will wipe out the primary address and search its files to see if 
WBS8ABC is a registered user. If so, the message will be stored and 
the call sign WB8ABC will be placed in the PBBS banner and 
beaconed two or three times an hour telling all monitoring stations 
that NTS traffic (ST), electronic mail (SP), and what bulletins 
(SB) addressed here are being held. 

The city, state (or province) and zip code shown in line two are 
highly recommended. Should this message arrive at some PBBS 
that does not know where K8XYZ is located, the PBBS SYSOP 
(system operator) will have an idea where K8XYZ is located and 
can move (relay) the message in that direction. 

Also note, the call sign of the origination (sending) station and 
his/her home PBBS is sent after the signature so the distant station 
(and any PBBS’ where the message might get hung up) know 
where to send a response. 


Finally, a CTRL Z (a control Z) is used to tell the PBBS on which 
this message is being placed, that this is the end of the message. If 
your computer does not have a CTRL Z, you may (on most PBBS’) 
use /EX to end the message. The CTRL Z (or the /EX) must be 
preceded and followed by a RETURN. This places the CTRL Z (or 
the /EX) on its own line, else the PBBS will not recognize it as 
(what is called) the ending delimiter. 


RADIO CLUB AWARDS SCHOLARSHIP 
BY Bill McNair-KB4ZUG 

The Sky Amateur Radio Club presented its annual scholarship 
award to an outstanding Crv_ial River High School student 
Tuesday night, May 23, 1¢0». Sheryl La Plant received the $500 
award from Mrs. Maxine Zellers, whose husband, before his death, 
gave many years of loyal service to the club and community. 

It was in his honor that the club has established this scholarship 
program. 

Miss La Plant plans to attend the University of Central Florida 
and study physical therapy. 

Several local ‘‘hams’’ have recently accomplished upgrade in 
their amateur license class: Art Frink, N4SKG and Doreen 
Newton, KG4NWM moved to highest class rating, the extra class, 
by scoring above 75 percent efficiency on the written test as well as 
passing the 20-word per minute Morse Code test. Phil Caffey, no 
call sign yet, has passed all the written and code tests to qualify for 
the general class license. 

The following novice class licensed hams have upgraded to 
technician class by passing the appropriate written tests: Dale L. 
Myers, KB4MUO; James W. Wiggins, KB4MVP;; Alfred L. Merrill, 
KC4IFT, Myra Leon, KC4IFU; and Bernard Adkins, KC4IFY. 
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F.C.C. ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS 

Working closely with the Amateur Auxiliary, the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) was able to issue a Notice of 
Apparent Liability and subsequent Notice of Forfeiture to Mr. 
Billie E. Prell, N7FAQ of Pasco, Washington. 

The action against Prell was triggered by numerous complaints 
from other amateur radio operators who stated that he was tran- 
smitting radio signals on 146.04 MHz for the sole purpose of 
disrupting the communications already in progress on that 
frequency. 

The intentional jamming signals were directly observed and 
identified by members of the Amateur Auxiliary’s Local In- 
terference Committee (LIC). The LIC forwarded the pertinent 
information to the local FCC office for investigation and en- 
forcement. 

Section 97.125 of the Commission’s Rules prohibits causing 
malicious interference to other amateur radio operators. Causing 
malicious interference subjects the licensee to a monetary for- 


feiture or fine of $1,000. 
— Reprinted from the News Release from the Bellevue, Washington, FCC Field Office, 
Dated April 28, 1989 
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FLORIDA STATE Q.C.W.A NEWS 
Edited by Eli Nannis, KAJMH 

All members should have the national ballots by now. There are 
some excellent candidates running for office, and it will be hard to 
choose but, please study the candidates’ qualifications, vote and 
send in your ballots soon. 

Many of our Florida chapters do not have official meetings 
during the summer but they still meet for camaraderie and stories 
of great D.X. 

Please send all your reports of QCWA activities to me. My ad- 
dress is on page two. ek 

; SOUTHEAST FLORIDA CHAPTER ng 
_ Our regular meeting was held at Denny’s Restaurant in Miami 


on Saturday, May 20th. President Al Wilcox, W4ELR was on 


vacation so Vice President Herb Bernard, W4J XA presided. 

Our guest speaker was Southern Bell Systems engineer, Manny 
Mijares who gave a talk on future developments in communication 
services for the mid-1990 time-frame. 


Among the exciting research projects described in the In- 


tegrated Systems Digital Network (ISDN), which is designed to 
complement the present cellular phone system in providing 
telephone services to the walking subscriber as well as the 
automotive user. The equipment will be no larger than the present 
pocket calculator. 

Ted Schempp, K4ONY is on the sick list and our best wishes for a 
speedy recovery. 

Andy Clark, W4IYT and Andy, Jr., KA4MHL are conducting 
weekly classes on ‘“‘TV Production” at Miami Springs Senior High 
School on Tuesday nights. The course provides hands-on in- 
struction on all phases of commercial television production 
practices and techniques. 

— Reported by Sid Wolfeld, KJ4AS 
SUNCOAST CHAPTER 

Our chapter held their last luncheon meeting of the season on 
May 4th at the House of Chong in Sarasota. There were 55 members 
and guests present. 

It was announced that Robert Neff, W8HSM had become a silent 
key on May 3rd. 

Bob, W4NWF read a letter from Leland Smith thanking the 
group for their hospitality when he, Wes and Blanche Randles and 
Jim Walsh visited our chapter. 

Lloyd Pfahler, W8FKL reported the Nominating Committee 
slate of officers: President Bob Bookwalter, W4NWF; Vice 
President Irene Clayton, WD4LUU; Secretary John Karban, 
W3IGC; and Treasurer Larry Pearsall, W9FDY. The slate was 
elected by an unanimous vote. 

Members were then asked to tell how they became interested in 
ham radio. 

The members were reminded that informal luncheons will be at 
the Trolley Station in Sarasota on the first Thursdays in June, July, 
- August and September with regular meetings resuming in October. 

— Reported by Bob Bookwalter, W4NWF 
GATOR CHAPTER 

Our last monthly official meeting of the season was held on May 
6th at Stacey’s Buffet in Clearwater. The program was given by Dr. 
Eugene Peiser of the U.S. Public Health Service. 

_ He is a reserve officer in that agency with the Navy-rank of 
captain. He consults with the food, drug and cosmetic industries on 
compliances with the U.S. Food and Drug laws. His subject was the 
public health issue of AIDS and the ways to avoid this terrible 
disease. 

Les Pulley, W4DH displayed his 75th Year Certificate and a 
Century Club Certificate. The original presentation was made at 
his home by Wes Randles, W4COW, national treasurer; and Eli 
Nannis, K4JMH, president of Gator Chapter. 

The Pelican Chapter invited our members to join them on a 
cruise of Tampa Bay on May 17th. We welcomed a new member of 
our chapter and a long-time member of QCWA, Frank Obenauf, 
W2IAJ. 

Although this was our last official meeting of the season, we will 
continue to meet the first Saturday of each month. 

Our chapter net is on repeater 37/97 every Saturday at 9:00 a.m. 


Meet Jim Gundry, W4JM, Secretary, Central Florida QCWA 
Chapter No. 107 in Lakeland. Jim has been a very loyal SKIP 
correspondent for many years! He is also very active in QCWA. 
Dont forget the State QCWA Net now meets Saturday morning 
at 8 AM on 3955 SSB, with good statewide coverage. 


Everyone is invited to check in. 

Hal, W4OIN is net manager and Erle, K4JF is net control. 

— Reported by Eli Nannis, K4J MH 
CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER 

A new chapter roster will be published shortly. Our summer 
luncheons are being held at Quincy’s Restaurant, South Florida 
Avenue, Lakeland, at 11:30a.m. the third Saturday of each month. 

Our Treasurer, K8RIF is in Ohio for the summer. W2HGV plans 
to visit Alaska this summer. WT4F is visiting the Chicago area. 
Prexy, W4SVB is going on a cruise this summer. WIPCD is in 
Maine for the summer’. . . checks in on Thursday at 12:30p.m... . 
informal net on 14245 KHz. 

W40ET needs a volunteer to climb his tower and replace a two- 
meter antenna. 

KM40OA is now advanced class. N4SDV has gone to extra class in 
less than two years. 

VE3BIS joined QCWA as did WA8GGB. 

Our chapter welcomes guests to our luncheons. 

Have a safe summer. 
— Reported by Jim Gundry, W4JM 


HAPPINESS IS --- WHEN THE DOCTOR TAKE’S YOU EXACTLY ON 
TIME FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT... ex KA4BJE.... 3 


25 Years a Ham? 
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¢ Over 160 local chapters 
¢ CW and SSB nets * QSO parties 
e Over $4,000.00 awarded annually 
in youth scholarships 


You owe yourself the privilege of 
QCWA affiliation 


40th 
Anniversary 


Quarter Century Wireless Assoc. 
1409 Cooper Dr. e Irving, TX 75061 
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NORTHWEST FLORIDA NEWS 
By R. ‘‘Bob”’ H. Watson, W4DTV (AAR4QH) 
The month of May has been a very busy month for the radio 
amateurs in this area. 
The Panama City Amateur Radio Club supported the annual 


‘“hike-a-thon.’’ Have received no report. Have heard that it was a . 


success. 

The NOARC of Crestview was invited to participate in the 
“Spanish Trail Festival” during this month but due to the late 
request they did not assist. 

On May 13th, Saturday, the North Okaloosa Amateur Radio Club 
held their regular FCC exams. The exams were held at the Holy 
Trinity Charismatic Church on Old Bethel Road, North Crestview. 
The Pastor, who is a ham,upgraded. Seven persons took 12 
elements, four upgraded and three failed. WB40RK, Bill; AA4GZ, 
Bill; W4ZGS, Til; W4DTV, Bob; and K4LPT all took part in the 
exams. 

During the month three other persons received their novice 
exams and passed. These exams were given by local area hams. 

The novice classes are still in progress at the PARC Clubhouse 
every Tuesday night beginning at 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. Contact 
W4DTV, Bob Watson 678-7181 for further information. 

The Army MARS digital repeater will be on the air as soon as 
minor problems are overcome. A new PAC-COM Tiny Two has 
been purchased to be used with this system. 

On June 10th, Saturday, the State Army MARS will hold their 
Annual Picnic and Convention at Moss Park near Orlando. All 
service MARS members and other interested parties are invited to 
attend. The picnic is the old-fashioned ‘‘bring your own food”’ type 
affair. 

On May 19th, 20th and 21st the NOARC provided com- 
munications for the Pensacola Lung and Heart Association during 
their ‘‘Breezin’-150-Bike Trek.’’ The Lung Association provided 
free T-shirts with pictures, etc. concerning this event. Quite a lot of 
rain and thunderstorms interfesed with the races, shortening some 
and cancelling some. 

Stan, K4LPT was the communication coordinator. Numerous 
hams participated i in this event. 

A group of local hams are meeting to form a new club in the 
Niceville/Valparaiso area. The name of ‘“‘Twin-Cities Amateur 
Radio Club’ has been suggested. Mr. Chuck Anger, ECM (for- 
merly C.D.) for Valparaiso is providing a location for this group. 

They are planning to have the meetings on every second Wed- 
nesday of every month at the Mitchell Building, Highway 190, 
Valparaiso, Florida . . . behind the library, in room five from 6:00 
p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 

For more information contact W4DTV, Bob (678-7181) or 
N40YB, Brad. 

On May 27th, Sunday, the Panama City ‘ARC held their old- 
fashioned picnic at Leisure Lake on Highway 77, approximately 
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four miles north of Highway 20. Have received no information as of 
yet. 

In closing, this one is for the gals (YLS/XYLS). 

You can tell it’s going to be a rotten day when: ‘‘You put your 
bra on backwards and it fits better that way.”’ 

Until next month. . .73 toall. 

MIAMI TRIATHLON 
By Rick Vahan, N4PBF 

The Third Annual U.S. Triathlon Series, Miami, saw a score of 
ham radio operators assisting with communications for the event. 
More than 1,000 athletes entered the three-tiered competition that 
features swimming, cycling and running and starts at Bicentennial 
Park. 

Some of the amateur radio operators were stationed in boats on 
Biscayne Bay monitoring the safety of competitors during the 
swimming segment of the triathlon. Others were in place along the 
10-mile cycling route to Key Biscayne and the three-mile runing 
route. 

The hams, or amateur radio operators, provided com- 
munications assuring the safety of the swim-bike-runners and 
called for aid in the event of an accident or illness for the entrants. 

In last year’s triathlon, the event was interrupted by an elec- 
trical storm which necessitated swimmers being called out of the 
water. Radio operators relayed the triathlon director’s order for - 
swimmers to leave the water for their own safety. 

Amateur radio operators regularly volunteer their services as 
communicators for non-commercial projects. Many are affiliated 
with the Dade County Amateur Radio Public Service Corps, an arm 
of the American Radio Relay League. Among recent events they 
have assisted are the March of Dimes Walk, the Multiple Sclerosis 
Bike Tour, the Metro-Dade Marathon and the Orange Bowl Parade. 

The event started at 6:30 a.m., May 21st and lasted to about 1:00 
p.m. The event coordinator was Joycelyn, N40ORZ, Miami Beach. 


CYCLE 22 NEWS 

The 11-year sunspot cycle is gearing up for a predicted peak i in 
December 1989. Researchers predict it will be one of the most 
violent in 250 years. 

According to researchers at the National Oceanic and At- 
mospheric Administration (NOAA), the intensity of sunspot ac- 
tivity is expected to increase between now and next December. 
NOAA reports the average number of solar flares (51.3 per month 
over a 13-month period) is greater than that observed in a similar 
period in 1957 (40.7), previously the strongest sunspot cycle ever 
recorded. 

NOAA researchers predict that the present cycle will peak close 
to 200 sunspots per month. Massive magnetic storms on the sun, 
which have played havoc with radio communications and electric 
power transmission, are expected: to continue throughout this 


period. 
— Reprinted from the TNX Worldradio 
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FLORIDA ARMY M.A.R:.S. 
By Kay Anderson, AAV4DX/W8DUV 

Do you keep your membership in the MARS program a secret? 
Or, do you proudly display your MARS call sign along with your 
amateur call on your badge at hamfests and conventions? How 
about your local radio club?. Are they aware of the service you 
perform for the MARS program? You could volunteer to speak on 
the subject and perhaps recruit a new member or two. 

Charlie Miller, AAR4WW/N4GOI did that recently at the 
SHARK meeting in Ruskin. Asked by the program chairman to 
provide a 20-minute talk on one of his favorite subjects, Charlie 
came well prepared. He researched not only Florida Army MARS, 
but the history of MARS. 

SHARK members learned how the service has grown into a well 
organized network that handles loads of traffic to and from over- 
seas on voice, teletype and packet. 

Charlie had the facts and figures on Florida MARS par- 
ticipation, even down to the averages per member as well as the 
overall totals. 

All ears perked up when he mentioned surplus equipment, but 
moans and groans were heard when he told how long it might take 
to actually receive the desired surplus item. 

Nevertheless, the brochures and other information he displayed 
were gobbled up and two club members expressed real interest in 
joining MARS. 

Two members out of an audience of 30 might seem like a small 
response, but this is good. Those two will not be joining out of 
curiosity — they know the full story. They know that they are ex- 
pected to maintain minium participation, that they must have the 
necessary equipment to work on MARS frequencies and that they 
must send in a monthly report. 


Florida MARS welcomes applications from such informed 


amateurs. 

One of the most important points Charlie made in his speech was 
this: “‘Listen before you leap.’’ He mentioned the most popular 
Florida frequencies, 4035, 4025 and 7311. 

“Listen several times as not all nets are the same, Sometimes 
there is a lot of traffic; sometimes none at all. See if that is the type 


of operation you would enjoy before you fill out the application.” 

If you would like to present such a program to'your radio club, 
and need some background history, brochures, handouts, etc., 
contact Charlie, AAR4WW or Kay, AAV4DX. 

U.S.A.F. M.A.R.S. 
By Guice W. Johnson, WA4LHO/AFA2SB 

Lets start out this month with a reminder to all Region Two 
USAF MARS members that the region conference will be coming 
up next month. The dates are the 18th, 19th and 20th of August. The 
place is the Holiday Inn Southwest in Louisville, Kentucky. The 
chairman this year is Billy L. Nielson, AFA2ZZ/AFF2KY. 

Billy is the State MARS director of Kentucky and can be reached 
at 1248 Blackjack Road, Radcliff, Kentucy 40160-9620. 

If you haven’t made your arrangements to attend the con- 
ference, get with it or you will miss a very fine gathering. 

For the last few months USAF MARS has had an opportunity to 
deliver hundreds of messages from Army men and women being 
transferred to Army installations in Europe to their family and 
friends in the United States. 

The 21st Replacement Battalion has a good system. 

Each Army replacement that goes to Europe is required to send 
arrival messages to family and friends back home. This is very 
good for morale at home and for the troops away from home. In 
many cases this is the first word that the family has had from their 
sons and daughters since they left boot camp. 

You can be a part of this service by becoming a member of 
MARS. To join USAF MARS contact Chief USAF MARS HQ, 
AFCC/DOYX (MARS) Scott AFB, IL 62225-6001. 


FLASH! RUSSIANS LAUNCHING 
TWO NEW AMATEUR SATELLITES 
By Walt, W4DWN, AMSAT 

The new satellites will be called RS-12 and RS-13. Don’t confuse 
the numbering with the Amsat Oscar numbers. R.S. stands for 
Radio Sputnik. 

Frequencies will be similar to RS-10 and RS-11, two-meter SSB- 
CW uplink and 10 meters downlink. Their satellites put in good 
signals on a dipole antenna. 

ood luck! 


PLATINUM COAST AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 
PROUDLY PRESENTS THE 


24th ANNUAL 
MELBOURNE HAMFEST 


9:00 TO 5:00 SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 9, 1989 
9:00 TO 4:00 SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 10, 1989 


Swap Tables 


$10 one day , $15 both days 

Limit 2 adjacent tables per request. 
Include check payable to PCARS for 
table fee plus registration ticket (s) fee. 
For prompt response, SASE please 


Registration: 
$4.00 Advance per person, 
$5.00 at the Door, includes both days 


Advance SASE only, Held at Door Otherwise 


Hotel Accomodations: 
Melbourne Ramada Inn 

9645 S. Harbor City Blvd 
Melbourne, FI 32901 
407-724-4422 

$39 per room, Mention Hamfest 


Activities: 

Ladies Program 

Forums and Technical Talks 
Net and Group Meetings 


PCARS Hamfest, 708 Dartmouth Ave, Melbourne, FL 32901 
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BUY AN ICOM IC-u2AT 
AND 
GET A FREE BP-23 BATTERY 


(value $49.00) => 


3 


- When you purchase an ICOM IC-u2AT ($285) you receive a FREE BP- 
23 BATTERY. The BP-23 is a LONG LIFE 600ma 8.4v battery. 


Take the complexity out of. owning a STATE-OF-THE-ART handi 
talkie. The ICOM IC-u2AT is a compact easy to use two meter handi 
talkie with ten (easy to program) memories, automatic battery save 
in the receive mode, LCD digital display, autopatch key pad, built- 
in selectable sub-audible tones, plus many other easy to use 
features. 


FREE FRESH BREWED COFFEE ALL DAY 


WB4RFC 


/ 


i; MKE'S ELECTRONICS 


1001 NW 52 STREET 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33309 
MIKE SPIVAK 305-491-7110 


—— 


3 BLOCKS NORTH OF W COMMERCIAL BLVD ON NW 10 TERRACE 
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KNIGHTS OF THE KILOCYCLE 
3910 Ke. Sunday, 1130 Z (0730 EDT) 
By Bob McDow, W4KOG 

When Jay, K9BSL read the list of birthdays and anniversaries 
last Sunday, he mentioned a call that sure brought back a lot of fond 
memories from the past. 

Back in the late’60s, I was just getting on two-meter mobile with 
an old Aerotron single channel receiver working simplex on 6.940. 
At that time here in Palm Beach County, one of the biggest signals 
on the air was ‘‘Big Mike,’”’ WA4BMC. She was always there witha 
friendly word for everyone on the band. 

I enjoyed her conversation many an afternoon on the way home 
from work and can still see that huge QSL card she sent which 
pictured every piece of ham gear known to man that made up her 
shack. 

I lost track of Bertha when my old Aerotron went up in smoke, 
and when I got back on two-meter in the early ’80s everything had 
changed, including the call signs on the band. 

Anyway, I sure wish Bertha, WA4BMC and her husband Slim, 
WA4AZZ, had a happy anniversary in June. 

The Knights are very close to inducting their 500th member into 
“The Golden Mike Society.’’ Last month we welcomed Art Larkin, 
N40W0O of St. Catherines, Florida as Knight Number 499 to the 
group, and are looking for new members. Why not check in for five 
consecutive Sunday sessions and join the worlds oldest amateur 
radio net? 

Congratulations to Len, WA4WTY, on his third 25th birthday 
(75th year) and also to Shirley, W4WPD, who are celebrating their 
50th anniversary with a new station wagon. 

Good luck to Doc, W4SME and Wendy, W4UCL, on their summer 
travels and to Charles, W4SVB, on his cruise. Take care and have 


fun. 
— 73/88 and CUL 


SUMMERTIME DXing 
By Floyd Larch, KK3Q 

Those that are fortunate enough timewise and moneywise to 
travel this good earth of ours enjoy views of cultures that most of 
us never get the chance to enjoy. 

One exception to this would be those of us that enjoy DXing for 
the thrill of working that new country we’ve been looking for or 
renewing D.X. friendships that we established at an earlier time. 

We can and do enjoy armchair contact with the outside world 
and never require travel agents or plane tickets. Talk about the 
deal of the century! 

My first J.A. contact was with one of the nicest operators that I 
have ever worked, in any country. Quickly I told him that he was, in 
fact, my first J.A. and we literally sat and shared our lives with 
each other for over an hour. 

How nice it is to promote good will with a medium such as 
amateur radio, from both ends of the coax. 

Only by encouraging better DXing practices can we continue to 
spread this kind of goodwill. Some are a little anxious to hit that 300- 
country mark than to enjoy DXing. 

However, if you choose to participate in DXing, do it for the 
enjoyment of yourself and the stations on the other end. Who 
knows, it may catch on and we may see less and less of lists and list 
master, both of which seem to irritate most DXers. 

So, spread a little good feeling towards U.S. amateurs and let 
the D.X. stations enjoy their time on their air with us and others. 
None of the countries we try to work are going anywhere as the 
same is true of the 300-country mark. 

In advance I will apologize for the short column this month as it 
is 1:20 a.m. The article was supposed to be in Andy’s hands yester- 
ae but those of you that work 70-hour work weeks can under- 
stand. 

God bless all and good DXing. 


AGAIN 


You are cordially invited to sail with SARA (Southeast 


Amateur Radio Association) once more! We shall be sailing aboard 


the beautiful Carnival Line “HOLIDAY” to the Western Carib- 
bean for seven days and nights of glorious fun and festivity. We 


sail December 9th, 1989 for Playa Del Carmen, Cozumel, Grand Cayman and Ocho Rios. Prices are $698.75 for inside cabin and 
$793.75 for outside cabin, per person, double occupancy. Port Charges are included. 
Join us this year and find out why this tour sells out early and why we have such a grand time! 


For further details contact: 


or our travel agent, Lauren at: 


Emil, KT1G- (305) 389-9692 
Monte, N4LLZ-(305) 748-1560 
Bob, AA4EE, (305) 741-8228 


HOLLYWOOD TRAVEL 
131 Broward Mall 
Plantation, Florida 33388 
(305) 472-6407 
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Za UNPRECEDENTED WIDE REQUENCY COVERAGE: The PCS-6000 receives 118.00 
>< te 135.998 MHZ AM Aircraft/136-173.995 MHZ FM and transmits 140.100 to 150.000 
_ MHZ. Modifiable t0 ALL MARS and CAP frequencies (proof of authorization/license 
‘TINY SIZE: Only 2 inches high, 5% inches wide and 7% inches deep!! Easily fits anywhere, 

- even. in the smallest car! 

20 CHANNEL MEMORY IN TWO BANKS PLUS 1 TEMPORARY CHANNEL (TM): 

Two memory banka, A and B have 10 memory channels cach. The memories store frequen- 
¢y, shift width, offset information, and PIL. tone frequency as programmed. An extra memory 
channel: that we call Tih-temporary memory) is provided to allaw you to store any operating 

x 5 gondition instantly again and again!! 

YP TO 2. NONSTANDARD SPLITS: Program apy split in any channel. 
VERSATILE SCANNING FUNCTIONS: Dual memory acan, programmable band scan- 
ning, bold scan and delay scan functions are provided, with selectable delay time. ALL 

' pxamory channels are tunable independently. ‘ 
PRIORITY CHANNEL MONITORING: Memory Channel BOithe firet channel in memory 
bank B) is monitored every four seconds regardivss of any operating condition. When a signal 
is received, a beep. is: hoard. , 

DISCRIMINATOR CENTERING (AZDEN EXCLUSIVE PATENT): Always stops on 
frequency desired when scanning. 
PROGRAMMABLE FREQUENCY STEPS: In memory, frequency steps can be set at 
SKHZ to 20KHZ in any increment. 

BUILT-IN PROGRAMMABLE TONE ENCODER: 57 different tones are built in for 
EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR: 


AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS 
48 Greensboro Highway, Watkinsville, Georgia 30677 


MANUFACTURER: 
JAPAN PIEZO CO., LTD. 


FLIGHT ARRIVE AT THE AIRPORT, TO NOAA WEATHER, AND TO 
» FORESTRY AND MARINE FREQUENCIES 


Telephone (404) 769-8706 


a ye 


mn Ihe cags 
itll, 


instant programming of PL tones into memory channels and microcomputer. Tone frequen- 
cy can be entered independently in RX and TX. A tone decoder is available as an option. 


LITHIUM BATTERY BACKUP: Memory information can be stored for up to 5 years 
even if power is removed. 

FREQUENCY REVERSE: Allows you to listen to repeater input frequency 
FEATHER-TOUCH TUNING CONTROL KEYBOARD: The LED backtighted light touch 


keyboard performs all tuning operations simply by pushing the key(a) and key actuation is 
audibly verified. 


LARGE LCD (LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY): The LCD display shows the operating 
frequency, S/RF, memory channel in use and various other operating tunctions. The LCD 
is back-lighted by green LEDs, making it possible for you to read the display even in total 
darkness. 


FULL 16 KEY TOUCHTONE PAD MICROPHONE: DTMF Microphone functions as 
auto-patch when transmitting. 

DIGITAL S/RF METER: Shows incoming signal strength and relative transmitter power. 
MICROPHONE CONTROLS: Up/Down memory and frequency control 

TRUE FM, NOT PHASE MODULATION: Unsurpassed intelligibility and audio fidelity 
High*Low Power; 28W/45W or SW/IOW (6000/6000H). Output-Fully adjustadle. 
SUPERIOR RECEIVER: Sensitivity is better than 0.15 Microvolt for 20-DB quieting 
Commercial-Grade design assures optimum dynamic range and noise suppression 
AUDIO OUTPUT: 2 Wats or more, 

SPECIFICATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 


OTHER FEATURES: Rugged dynamic touchtone DIMF microphone, built-in speaker 
mobile mounting bracket, remote speaker jack, and all cords, plugs, fuses and hardware 
are included. 


FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER OR TO ORDER 

TOLL FREE 1-800-451-2397 
FAX (404) 769-7970 (7pm-10am) Telex: 4930709 ITT 
a 
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OMAR ELECTRONICS Lie SERVICE” 
Omar A. Puro WA8FON ' 
Att Your AMATEUR NEEDS EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
4 


FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
11209 South Dixie Highway, Miami, FL 33156 
(305)! 233-4444 © (305) 642-4139 


RT. 1 HWY. 81 SOUTH 
LOGANVILLE, GA. 30249 


404-466-3241 


IRELAND TUNE-TENNA SYSTEMS, INC. 
Electronic Circuit & Voltage Fed Antennas 
Patents 3,474,453; 3,792,351; 4,584,587 U.S.- 860480 CAN. 


Sumter County Amateur Radio Tribe 
Repeater 


FRANK E. IRELAND K4UUO 
Antenna Consultant & Design Engineer FCC LIC. 
Inventor & Patent Holder SHIP RADAR BUFFALO 


144-162 Mhz no tuning full 9 DBD gain. Two piece 
Portable/fixed. Light weight. Guarnteed 10 years. 
$99.25. Retails $175. UPS Shipable. More info call 
(305) 264-4448 (305) 633-8185 
5101B N.W. 36th Avenue - Miami, FL 33142 


Owned By Beverly Darbyson Rt. 2 Box 431 
943.125 1 448.125 Bushnell, Fla. 33513 


__GOOD STUFF CHEAP! NEMAL orcscsnave 
pe epeely ie INTL, INC." "Sth ssaaes 


@ Distributor of electronic wire, cable, connectors, shrink tubing, 
and cable ties. 

e@ Design and manufacturing of custom cable assemblies. 

@ RF microwave and high voltage test facilities. 

@ Franchised distributor for Alpha, Amphenol, Belden, Cablewave, 

Kings, Times and Tyton. 


Ae YS; 7715 INDUSTRIAL STREET 
WEST MELBOURNE, FL 32904 
UW“ (305) 727-8817 » FAX (305) 727-1546 


SURPLUS ELECTRONICS 


Send or Call for Free Catalogue 


Tra 


ED ROLLER, K4IA 
CORPORATION HERB PHELAN, KA4VWB 
HARRY MOTTINGER, K4ZNB 
FLORA CAVENDER, W4/TI2AZ 


LALEAH Joe WB4WNA 
ELECTR. ONICS 514 EAST 9th STREET 


INC. HIALEAH, FL 33010 
EXPERT ELECTRONICS DISTRIBUTORS 887-5936 ° 885-0992 
WHOLESALE ¢ RETAIL « EXPORT 


‘@ Electronic Parts Specialists © Intercom Systems 

© Audio-Video Accessories e TV & Computer Service Schematics 

© TV Antenna Systems Digital Components 

© Marine Antennas © Complete Parts Inventory 

© ACA Closed-Circuit TV Distributors © Professional & Friendly Assistance 

© Test & Design Equipment YOUR #1 ELECTRONICS PLACE 


conauvoua REAL ESTATE wecoe 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL 


BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD & TI2ZBEV 
Write for free real estate catalog 
1349 U.S. 27 North, Lake Placid FL 33852 
FL WATS _ 1-800-673-7610 FAX: (813) 465-6996 


Florida Custom Plastics 


CUSTOM ENGRAVING 
MARK 8 
RO SNER’ es N4BDZ KA4HWY HARRY and JUNE KEITH 
@ ENGRAVED CALL AND NAME BADGES 

(305) 921-6610 @ IDENTIFICATION PLATES LICENSE PLATES 
(305) 923-3333 @ DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 

seimont i 9900 Ulmerton Road No. 56 2 

[Betmont] wororwocoave,  (Wlinag) | Largo' Florian’ sa PHOWE (013) 604-6121 


codOCS POINTS SOUTH ELECTRONICS 

SURPLUS... SURPLUS... SURPLUS 
e Resistors (low-high wattage) 

Transistors © Connectors 

Capacitors ¢ Diodes 

Repeater Cabinets (many sizes) 

Used Amateur Radio Equipment 


OR WHAT DO YOU NEED??? 


4009 West 18th Avenue, Hialeah, Florida 33012 
Tel. (305) 557-9477 


Rossville, Ga. 30741 
404-866-2302 © 404-861-3610 ~ 
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GULFSIDE REALTY INVESTMENTS, INC. 
Offices in NAPLES & FORT MYERS 


COMMERCIAL GRADE POWER SUPPLIES! ! 


25 AMP $79.50 
35 AMP $109.00 
12 amps. $3795. 


STEVE CHAMBERLAIN-AI4R 


Licensed Real Estate Broker 


(813) 433-0331 


CASA MARCONI ~ 


PRE-OWNED COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
KA4TQP 
JULIO C. UTRERA 


7189 S.W. 8th STREET OFFICE (305) 264-8443 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33144 


25 AMP CONSTANT (27 AMP SURGE) 
OR 35 AMP CONSTANT (37 AMP SURGE) 


SOUTHERN 


TECHNOLOGIES 2 METERS SHOW VOLTS AND CURRENT. 
AMATEUR FULLY REGULATED ADJUSTABLE OUTPUT 
RADIO 4.5-15 VDC 4 WAY PROTECTED. 


AZDEN SERVICE - COMMODORE 
COMPUTER REPAIR - SATELLITE 
TVRO SYSTEMS - SALES & SERVICE 


JOE LELLO/KF4AX * BOB FORMAN/N4CRP 
10715 S.W. 190 St. #9 © Miami, FL 33157 © 238-3327 


Pd YEAR WARRANTY. TOLL FREE.. 
Pa: oo eee, ae 1-800-451-2397 


AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS 
46 Greensboro Highway. Walhinsvilie, Georgia 30677 = Teleohone (404) 769-8706 Telex: 4930709 ITT 


WHAT?’S NEW WITH AMATEUR SATELLITES 
By Walt Dixon, WADWN 

The latest Amsat Satellites to be launched sometime late 1989 
will be known as ‘‘Microsats.’’ A Microsat is a cube measuring nine 
inches per side excluding antennas that are covered with solar cells 
and designed for low earth orbit. 

The Microsats are expected to be easy to access. The downlink 
signals will be quite strong. Comparable to the signal from the 
amateur station that was on the Space Shuttle. A simple antenna is 
all one needs to receive the Microsat. © 

There will be four Microsats launched together with two UoSat- 
Oscar spacecraft as secondary payloads on the Ariane-40 launch 
vehicle. After launch the Microsats will be called Pacsat Oscar 1, 
Dove Oscar 15, Nusat Oscar 16 and Lusat Oscar 17. 

Pacsat is the Packet Radio Oscar specializing in electronic 
mailbox services. 

Dovesat is the Digital Orbiting Voice Encoder sponsored by the 
Brazilian Amsat. 

Nusat contains an experimental low resolution T.V. CCD color 
camera which will collect pictures of the earth and downlink them 
digitized to ground stations. There also will be a 1265 MHz ATV 
receiver on board to test, store and forward capabilities on uplink 
NTSC T.V. pictures. 

Lusat is a Amsat Argentina-built spacecraft which will act as an 
orbiting mailbox. 

Frequencies in use will be 437 MHz downlink (except Dove) and 
145.84 to 145.96 MHz uplink. Dove will transmit on 145.970 MHz F.M. 

Provision for an easily received signal consisting of a voice 
modulated beacon for educational and scientific use. Planned uses 
are transmission of telemetry and amateur radio bulletins and 
messages in several languages. _ 

More to come! 


Compliments Of 


THE PALMETTO 
AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB 


} {oy SOLAR POWER 
s's 


Solar Electric Power DIY Needs For 
Houses, Cabins, RV's, Boats, Chargers 


PV Panels, Controllers, Inverters, Lights, Fans, Pumps 
Product and Design Information, Catalogs and Orders 


YOUNG'S SOLAR SHOP 407-383-SUNY 
P. O. Box 156 Titusville, Florida 32781-0156 


W.R. (SPIDERMAN) JONES Yi, 


TOWER & ANTENNA SERVICE ““ a. 


(813) 621-8173 
Tampa, FL K4QJN 


— 73, 
Walt, W4ADWN 
Amsat Coordinator, Florida 
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THE FCC INFO PAGE 
BOCA RATON AREA EXAMS 
FCC exams are given by the IBM Radio Club at the IBM facility in Boca Raton. Exams are 
scheduled for the first Friday of the month at 5 PM. Bring a photocopy of your license, 
positive ID, and $4.55 to cover the testing fee. Contact Pete Brunet, WS4G, during working 
hours at Phone 982-3885 for more details. 


BROWARD COUNTY 

CAVEC Examinations by Racal-Milgo in Sunrise twice per month on the FIRST Saturday 
at 8:45 AM and on the THIRD Thursday at 7:30 PM. No pre-registration required and all 
forms provided. 

ADDRESS: 1601 North Harrison Parkway (NW 136th Ave.), Sunrise. 

FEE: $2.00 except Novice, which is free. 

BRING WITH YOU: your license (the original), a photocopy of that license, the original of 
any credit certificates and a piece of photographic ID (Driver's license is OK). 

TALK-IN: available on 145.27 and 224.84 repeaters. 

FOR FURTHER INFO: call Chip Allen, Ak4Y (H) 476-8761 or (W) 476-4763 or call Joe 
Loewy, KF4FO (H) 434-8211 or (W) 476-4567. From Dade county, during business hours only, 
592-8600. Ask for extension 4321 or 4697. Recorded info (24 hours) 476-4444. 


ARRL/VEC examinations by Consolidated VE’s of Brevard County — Rm Q-22 — 
Florida Institute of Technology — Melbourne — 10:00 a.m. (check-in 0930) — third 
Saturday of every month No pre-registration required. Form 610s provided. Bring 
original and photocopy of current license. Contact person is Victor Lau, N4FUY, (407) 768- 
0888. 


CITRUS COUNTY 

License exams are scheduled for the third Saturday in the odd numbered months at 
8:30 a.m. at the Citrus County Emergency Operations Center on West Southern Street in 
Lecanto. (West off C.R. 491, one quater mile north of S.R. 44.) ay 

Reservations preferred, walk-ins accepted while supplies last. Bring original ham 
license and photocopy; certificates for prior exam credits if any; photo identification as 
driver’s license; pen and pencils; and $4.75 fee. 

Phone Cotton, KB9LT at (904) 344-8322 for reservations or further information. 


CRESTVIEW 
FCC Exams are given the second Saturday of each third month, (i.e., February, May, 
August and November) at 9:00 a.m., local, at the Council on Aging Building, 298 South 
Wilson Street, Crestview, Florida. Fees $4. Walk-ins welcome. Free coffee, FCC 610’s on 
hand. Plenty of rag-chewing. Talk-in on 147.36, WB4CDR/RPT. Bring copy of license and 
identification with picture (e.g., drivers license). 
For more information contact WB40RK/CVE, Route 1, Box 189, Crestview, Florida 


NORTH DADE — SOUTH BROWARD 

FCC exams will be given every fourth Thursday by a W5YI-VEC team prior to the 
regular monthly meetings of the Fellowship Amateur Radio Club. 

The exams are open to all. Bring your original license and a photocopy. 610 forms are 
bok No preregistration required. Fee for up-grade testing is $4.75. Novice test is 

ee. 

Time is 6:30 p.m. at Ingels Park, Southwest First Street and Southwest Eighth Avenue 
in Hallandale. 

For more information call: evenings, Howard, N4EBT, (305) 935-5214; or Norm, 
K4RBR, (305) 823-5437. 

DADE CITY AREA 

The Pasco Hills DX Association will administer FCC Amateur Radio License 
Examinations in the TECO (Tampa Electric Company) Building, 602 East Meridian 
Avenue; two blocks east of U.S. Highway 301 in Dade City, Florida. They will be every 
third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Bring original and copy of your license, photo identification and $4.55 fee. There is no 
charge for novice examination. 

For information call Ed Privette: (904) 583-4580; Roy Lambert; (813) 986-2841; or Bob 
Luden: (813) 788-6609. 


DUNEDIN-TAMPA BAY AREA : 

W5YI coordinated amateur radio exams conducted by the DARA V.E. testing team, 
the first Monday of every month. ’ , 

Testing begins at 7:00 p.m. in the Foreign Language Building Number 99, Dunedin 
High School, 1615 Pinehurst Road, Dunedin. 

Please bring original and copy of license, positive identification and $4.75 fee. 

Talk-in 145.210 or 145.310, 600-. Walk-in accepted. Information from KI4MO, (813) 531- 
1911 or AA4XI, 539-9509. Mailing address DARA, P.O. Box 1851, Dunedin, Florida 34697. 


FORT MYERS AREA 

The 1989 test schedule sponsored by the Fort Myers ARC (ARRL/VEC) is as follows: 

January 28th, March 18th, May.20th and November 18th, 1989. 

Contact Bob Strathy, WV4F, 5428 Brandy Circle, S.W., Fort Myers, Florida 33919 
(SASE) or phone (813) 481-4880 for information. 

a HIALEAH |\ 

W5YI coordinated test — novice through extra, every third Saturday of the month at 

8:00 p.m. Location is 750 East 25th Street, Hialeah, second floor. 
Pre-registration recommended. Walk-in on test available basis. Fee is $4.75. 

contact Ivan Prada, KP4EDL, P.O. Box 3576, Hialeah, Florida 33013 or (305) 829-0602 

(7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.) Dates are January 21, February 18 and March 18. 


pat FORT WALTON BEACH 
ARRL/VEC examinations by Playground ARC held quarterly at 17 East First Street, 
a Walton Beach. 1989 dates are March 25th, June 17th, September 16th and December 
Walk-ins available. Fee is $4.75. Doors close at 0830. 
For more information contact Bill Hord, W4WIJ, (904) 243-9720. 


F.C.C. EXAMS — MIAMI 

The Dade County Emergency Operations Center, 5800 Southwest 87th Avenue, Miami, 
will have examinations starting at 9:00 a.m. on the following Saturdays (second Saturday 
of each month) : 

January 14th, February 11th, March 11th, April 8th, May 13th, June 10th, July 8th, 
August 12th, September 9th, October 14th, November 11th and December 9th. 

Walk-in examinations on test available basis. Photocopy of license, positive iden- 
tification, pen and pencil, $4.55 check payable to ARRL/ VEC needed for exam. FCC Form 
610 available at exam. 

Mail FCC forms and check to: Jose A Ramos, WW4W, 6011 S.W. 11th Street, West 
Miami, Florida 33144. 

For further information call: Ron Bell, WN4L, 247-2944 after 6:00 p.m. 


OCALA/CENTRAL FLORIDA 
W5YI exams are held each month (except November and December) on the last 
vhs 7:30 p.m. at the St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 2802 N.E. 7th Street, Ocala, 
orida. 
All exams are on a walk-in basis. Fee is $4.75 — novices are free. Talk-in is available on 
145.130 repeater Or contact Jim, KA2MBE (904) 236-0744; or Jerry, K4UBR (904) 629-6049. 
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MARION COUNTY 
W5YI Testing — Novice through Extra, every second Monday, at 7:00 PM. Marion County 
Government Complex at the corner of SE Ft. King Ave., and SE 25th Ave. Talk-in on the 
146.61, K4GSO Repeater; Silver Springs Radio Club, Ocala, Florida. Contact Jim Brenner, 
NT4B, 237-5783; or Walt Morris, K4ELK, 245-7254. 


PALM BEACH 

Palm Beach Amateur Radio Council and Palm Beach Community College Amateur ~ 
Radio Club are giving amateur radio license tests the third Saturday of each month at 9:00 
a.m. at Palm Beach Community College, 4200 Congress Avenue, Lake Worth, Florida, 
Criminal Justice Room 101, for $4.75. 

Walk-ins permitted as long as we have test materials available. 

Next tests are June 17th, July 15th, August 19th, September 16th, October 14th and 15th 
at pace at South Florida Fair Grounds on State Road 80, November 18th and December 
16th. 

For information call Graf Buckenmaier at (407) 582-7617. 

PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA 

Test dates and times: April 15th, July 15th and October 14th, 1989; 10:00 
CST; 9:30a.m. for all walk-ins. 

Test site: Civil Defense Building, Main Conference Room, 644 Mulberry Avenue, 
Panama City, Florida. 

No cash. Make checks payable to: ARRL/ VEC. No charge for novice. All other classes 
will be $4.55. 

Contact: Charles Hickman, 2402 West 21st Street, Panama City, Florida 32405; 
telephone: (904) 785-0449. Talk-in on: 146.940/340. 

TAMPA TESTING 
The second Saturday of each month, Tampa Amateur Radio Club Clubhouse, Columbia 
Drive (Davis Island), Tampa, Florida (next to the Coast Guard Station), 1:00 p.m. Bring 
a copy of your license and $4.75 cash (novice exams free) along with two I.D.’s. Non- 
programmable calculators permitted. Contact Jud, AB4EC at (813) 884-8218 for reser- 
vations (recommended). 
VENICE F.C.C. EXAM 


FCC exams are given for all classes of amateur radio licenses on the second Saturday 
of each month at 9:00 a.m. at the Venice Public Library, 300 South Nokomis Avenue, 
Venice, Florida. 

Bring a completed FCC Form 610 (forms will be available at test site), your driver’s 
license or'a legal photo identification, a photo copy of your present license (to be attached 
to Form 610) and the original of your present license. (This will be returned to you.) Fee is 
$4.00. No fee is required for novice exam. 

For futher information contact Don Fontaine, N4ET, 252 Cocoa Lane, Venice, Florida 
34293; telephone (813) 497-4014. 


WEST PALM COUNTY 

_The Palm Beach Amateur Radio Council, Inc., is giving amateur license tests on each 
third Saturday of each month (except October of 1988), at Palm Beach Community 
(Junior) College, 4200 Congress Avenue, Lake Worth, Florida, Room Criminal Justice 101, 
at 9:00 a.m. The tests are given under the ARRL-VEC and currently cost $4.55. Walk-ins 
permitted in as long as we have test materials available. Pre-registration strongly ad- 
vised, except for code testing. Next tests for 1988 will be on September 17th, November 
19th and December 17th. The October tests will be given on October 15th and 16th at 9:00 — 
a.m., at South Florida Fair Grounds, PBRA Hamfest, 9067 Southern Boulevard (State 
Road 80), West Palm Beach, Florida. 


WEST PASCO COUNTY 
By De, AA4FG 

The Gulf Coast Amateur Radio Club is sponsoring ARRL/ VEC exam sessions — novice 
through extra — on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Location is the Adult 
Education Center, 1510 South Boulevard, New Port Richey. 

Walk-ins accepted on a materials available basis. Pre-registration strongly advised. 

Bring: (1) original and photocopy of current amateur radio license; (2) positive 
identification; (3) check for $4.75 payable to ARRL/VEC (no fee for novice exam); and 
(4) original and photocopy of any CSCE for code or written elements. : 

Form 610 will be furnished. 

Talk-in on 146.67 (Tx-600). 

Contacts are Fred, AA4FG (813) 849-1224 and Ralph, W2GLW (813) 842-8351. 

There will be no exam sessions in July due to the holiday. 


PENSACOLA 
FCC exams are given the 3rd Thurs. of each month at 5PM. Location is 
the cafeteria of the West Florida Hospital, on North Davis Highway. For 
further information contact Rick Lloyd, AA4W, or Bill Behrends WA4YRN 


HERNANDO COUNTY EXAMS p 

The Hernando Volunteer Examining Council (HERVEC) with Clover Leaf ARC and 
Spring Hill ARC co-sponsors are now conducting monthly exams novice through extra, 
each third Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m. at Springfield High School in Spring Hill. 
The Clover Leaf Visitor’s Center in Brooksville is the alternate exam site. 

Walk-ins are welcome. Contact Paul Sauer, K4ZC (904) 683-3167; or Regis Kramer, 
W4ILE (904) 796-6802 HERVEC co-chairmen for further information. 

CENTRAL FLORIDA 

The Central Florida V.E. Program Council has selected July 8th and October 14th as 
the next dates for FCC exams in the area. CAVEC will sponsor these sessions that will be 
held in Fellowship Hall of the First Presbyterian Chuch of Maitland at 9:00 a.m. on both 
dates. The church is on the corner of George Street and 17-92, one block north of Horatio 
Avenue. F 

Cost will be $4.00 for all tests except novice which is free. 

Bring your license, a copy of it as well, two forms of identification, any exam credits 
you may have earned and copies of them, also. 

For more information call N4ADI at (407) 644-5905. 


D.X.ON TWO METERS 

Pete, KIFJM/4 now has two-meter DXCC within reach! He 
worked KU4FZ (St. Croix) using sporadic E on 02 May. This gives 
him seven countries on two meters. 

Pete’s other VHF/UHF activity includes a 432 MHz SSB QSO 
(59/59) with DG1PJ/C6A in Nassau, and a new six-meter country 
(Guyana) via 8RIAH, whom he worked just prior to leaving for this 
month’s no host dinner. 

.Good work, Pete! 
— Everglades Beam EARC Homestead 
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A CURE WAS FOUND 
FOR THESE DISEASES : 


4. REFLECTED POWER-ITCH 
2. KNOB-ITUS = fo 

<3. QRM-DEAFNESS pg | 
4. BUTTON-PHOBIAS ae | = 

5. SWITCH-CANKER | ~ 247 
G. SUPER TUNER-BLUES@? — 
a 


. CROSS NEEDLE-EYES 


AUTOMATIC ANTENNA MATCHER ® 


FOR ALL S.S.B. RADIOS 


“~ ONE SHOT GUARANTEED TO LAST 
AT LEAST FIVE YEARS! 


oR RE KH Reh a Re oe ee ee Cie 


MAXCOM, INC. BOX 502, FT. LAUD., FL.333930e2 
305-523-6369 


® MAXCONM is a registered trademark and is owned by Maxcom Electronics, Inc. 
THE BOTTOM LINE: “MAXCOM WORKS” 
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RATE CARD INFORMATION 
HAMBAR service of electronic equipment only is available to all sub- 
scribers, amateurs and non-amateurs at the rate of 10 cents per word, 
which includes address, call sign, ete. Minimum charge for any HAM- 
BAR is $3.00. All commercial and non-subscribers rate is 15 cents per 
word. Minimum charge of $5.00 for each HAMBAR. No reruns. Each 
HAMBAR must be resubmitted each month. No ad will be published un- 
less accompanied by full remittance! We require all HAMBAR ads con- 
tain the full mailing address, call sign, zip and area-phone number, if 
any. Make it easy for person wanting to buy your equipment. No HAM- 

' BARS via telephone! 


COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 

Full-page $125.00. Half-page (1/2) $80.00. One-quarter (1/4) page 
$55.00. One-third (1/3) page $70.00. One-eighth (1/8) page $40.00. Camera 
ready. Lay-out, make-up and typeset fee is extra according to size of ad 
and typeset required for same. ‘ 

Deadline for all HAMBARS and ads, eighth (8th) of each month in 
P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, Florida 33266. Normal mailing date 25th of 
each month. Thank you for your cooperation. 


— Editor. 


URGENTLY NEEDED: LICENSED AMATEURS to provide back-up 
communications during a hurricane in Dade County Red Cross shelters. 
You pick shelter closes to your home. Take your XYL and kids with 
you if you wish. Get full details from Dade Rades Officer Joel Kandel 
KI4T or ARRL EC Andy Clark . 596-9373 or 888-3874. Also get 

on the Dade Emergency Net wednesday at 8 PM on the 40/00 SFFMA 
repeater. Weneed your help now! 


Commodore 64, Two disc drives 1541, Color monitor 1702, VIC-1525 
{ Graphic printer, software. All like new. Also Hamtext and Kantronics 
interface and software Also VIC 20 with spare board and P.S. and green 
monitor and cassette all for $475. OBO might separate. George Collins 
WD4PSK, 10930 - 49th St., Clearwater, Fl 34622 813 546-1070. 


BY IGNORANCE WE MISTAKE, AND BY MISTAKES WE LEARN. 
BY OTHER’S FAULTS WISE MEN CORRECT THEIR OWN. .. Duke 


WANTED: SAMS No. 1636 for Panasonic chissis No. NUXG8A TV 
revr. Model CT 906. Diagramis a MUST" for me to FIX it. Andy 
Clark W41YT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 
ee ee ee ee ee Tied 
FOR SALE: For Tandy 1000 computer. Tandy 256K memory board, 
Tandy S/N 25-1004 list $239.95, sale $150. Tandy internal 300 board 
modem S/N 25-1003 list $149.95 sale $50. All with instruction manuals 
in new condition. Armando Villarmor WA4QVH, 9020 SW 29th Terr, 
Miami, FL 33165 305 554-8361. 


SELL: ROTOR CONTROL - Digital talking pro search deluxe with 10 
memories and RS232 input work with ham serirs and dial twister. Can 
be converted to other makes. Bill Marx K2PEQ. 2451 East Las Olas 
Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301 305 764-7919. 

merece eames 2s A) A a 
WOULD LIKE TO GET IN TOUCH with anyone able to access the 

Call Book on-line with 1BM Clone (XT). With anyone using a Personal 


Mailbox for AMTOR with IBM XT Clone and PK-232. Armando Villamor 


WA4QVH, 9020 SW 29th Terr., Miami, FL 33165 305 554-8361. 


WELL: ATLAS 215 with digital readout and Xtal controller. Mobile 
mount transceiver - perfect mobile rig. First $195. takes it. Bill Marx 

K2PEQ, 2451 E. Las Olas Bivd., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301 305 764- 
7919. 


YOU'RE MIDDLE AGED WHEN, AFTER PAINTING THE TOWN 
RED, YOU NEED A REST BEFORE APPLYING THE SECOND COAT’ 


SALE: TEN TEC 580 Delta trans. W. 252 MD P.S’ Xcit. $385. ICOM 


2M all-mode SSB-mic $290 Excit. KLM-MA-35BL Linear $40. Trade 
both for Uniden 2600 2Meter. Realistic S.W. radio DX-302 $115. DX- 
160 $85. Telereader CWR-6850 W. Keyboard - like new! AEA CPI 
patch - AEA MBA reader MBA-RD All $515. Or Trade for Super clean 
SB-220 Linear. Prefer non smoker units. R. D. Valera KC4EPE, P.O. 


Box 66-1656, Miami Springs, FL 33266-1656. (No phone No. given.) 


ANTIQUE Telegraph code training machine from early 1900's. 100 


punched reels, make offer. Telex Pro Com headset, mike-with foot 
control $25. R.C.A. 110 volt power line monitor $45.. Weston model 
281 battery test meter O to 7.5 volt $15. H.D. Adjustible Video camera 
tripod. $45. Low Pass filter 1-KW $12. Pocket tone phone dialer $10. 
Ed Green KA4PHP, 482 Lake Francis Road, Lake Placid, FL 33852 
813 465-5239. 


NICAD SUPER and regular battery pacs for |COM, Kenwood, Yaesu. 
500 Ma. - 2000 Ma. Gordon West code and theory tapes - books.s 
FLORIDA NICAD SPECIALTIES, 21224 Quesada, Port Charlotte, FL 
83952 800-666-4223 (813) 629-0890. 


THINGS AIN'T WHAT THEY USED TO BE -- AND PROBABLY 
NEVER WERE;... HE WHO HESITATES GETS STUCK WITH THE 
CHECK e: 


WANTED: Johnson Ranger AM/CW HF transmitter, clean and working 
unit desired, but not essential. Also antenna switching relay for above. 
Chris Watson N4PFE, 7520 SW 158 Terr., Miami, FL 33157 305 
232-8998 


SELL: AZDEN PCS-300 2M H T excellent condition, manual, leather 
case, Original packing, charger, new battery in Jan. $100. Atlas 210 
transceiver - AC console transformer has hum but works OK $175.00 
Good Novice CW transmitters: Hallicrafters HT-40, Knight T-60, John- 
son Adventure $40. each. Hallicrafters HT-37, oscillator needs aligned 
$50. Quality Bird coax antenna switch $5. Good 6M-2M 10 element 
beam-12 gain $40. Nye Viking phone patch 8-pin with speaker $50. 

Ed Green KA4PHP, 482 Lake Francis Rd. Lake Placid, FL 33852 813 
465-5239. 


TOWER -- 300 ft X 3 foot. Excellent condx. $800. 45 ft free standing 
tower, 3 el. Yagi, Ham 11 Rotor $200. Ed Link, KZ4C, 9146 Pinto Dr., 
Lake Worth, FL 33467 407 965-0684. 


WANTED: ICOM 745 in mint condition. . Dealers may write or call 


as well. Jeff Haught WO4RAY, 8909 85 St. N., Seminole, FL 34647 
813 393 4757.. 


CLIP:'& MAIL = ce ae i ey ne a al eg 


Name. Call Sign 


Address 


SSS ee 


| wish to place a HAMBAR in Florida Skip. It should read as follows: 


-_-—— Please print (legibly) or type copy. If additional space is required, clip or staple on separate sheet or paper. Thanks. Ye Ed, A.C. 


10 cents per word. Minimum $3. 
See rate card for details. 


Phone ( 


itvmotatey 2 ieee eet ee eee ee, 
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FOR SA LE ie E Collins 75S1 receiver, excellent $195. Drake TR4C 
Xevr, very clean $295. SWAN HF-700S “Xcevr, clean $195. Swan 117x 
power supply $49. Heath HW-2036 2 mtr xcvr (needs work) $85, 
12V-6A regulated power supply mod. 120Z $19. 115VAC muffin fans 
4" sq. $3. each. National communications 8 Ohm, spkr (Grey) $8.00. 
Heathkit reg. P/S mod. IP-18 1(to 15V at 500 Ma. adjustable voltage 
and current $22.00. Heathkit Signal Tracer mod. IT-12 (with probe) 
$15. Dynamic Inst. Corp. Mod. PNC- battery charger $7. Heathkit 
PNP-NPN transistor checker mod. !T-10 with manual $8. Zenith 
“Trans-Oceanic”’ (all transistor, 9 bands with manual $49. All plus 
UPS. Andy Clark W4lYT, 41 Lenape Dr. ¢ Miami Springs, atts a 66 
SELL: TRS80 4D 128K 2 disk drives, complete set manuals, some 
software, spare disks $150. No ship. Dean Sever, W8IM, 1701 Harcourt 
Dr., Leesburg, FL me 904-787- Son 
WANTED: KENWOOD 830 must be mint. 4 - 813 tube sockets and 
4 - 813 tubes. Fil. Trans. 10 volt at 30 amp. George Pastor W4OGD, 
9910 Isang Harbor £ Be Fort Richey, Fale 34668 842- 1580," 

SELL: TRISTAO 40 ft crank-up tower. Stained, but sturdy. $280. 00 
Pick up or you ship. Kip Palmer, W4LSI, 609 SE 28th Terr., Cape Coral; 
Fl oes 813 574-6757. 


ABE LINCOLN WAS UGLY, DRESSED WEIRED AND HAD NO 
MUSICAL TALANT. IF HE WERE ALIVE TODAY, HE'D BE A ROCK 
sibs 


NEED TUBES? Have bine inventory. Call for price quotes. Also buy 
tubes. D + C Electronics/Dick Gross N1BGI, 3089 Deltona Blvd. Spring 
Hill, FL 34606 904 688-2374. 

SELL: YAESU FT-726R tribander with 2M & 10-12-15M Yeasu FT- 
107M solid state HF transceiver 10/160 & new bands. Yaesu FP-107E 
power supply for FT-107M. Yeasi .FT-227R 2M mobile. Yaesu YC-355D 
Freq counter. Yaesu 21-28 MHZ for 726R. Yaesu 432 MHZ for 726R. 
HR-2A 2M full of xtals. Midland 10W 220MHZ full of xtals.Wilson 
System One 10/15/20 M 4 ele. beam. Kenwood hand held TH-215A 
with mike, leather case, wall & desk chargere:Two Batt packs.. Used 
Aluma T-140 crank up tower. Used Aluma T-150 crank up tower. Xerox 
820-11 with KPC-2400 HF & VHF packet ready to go. 2 meter FM & 
SSB amp. 2/15 out. Sears road talker 4(0CH CB/SSB & AM. Valor 
Mobile 2 & 440 ants. NEW AZDEN PCS-6000 2 M transceivers. NEW 
ALUMA CRANK UP TOWERS.’ New 1/8 & 3/16 stainless cable. 

New G.A.P. 10/80 no. trap vert ant. New 2” x .250 H.D. Aluminum 
masts up to 20 Ft. WILL TAKE ANYTHING IN ON TRADE THAT 
WILL NOT EAT !!!! McCLARAN SALES’ INC., P. O. Box 2513 

Vero Beach, FL 32961 407-567-8224. SEE YOU AT NEXT HAMFEST 
Bob/W42GG. 


SUCCESS IS JUST A MATTER OF LUCK. ASK ANY FAILURE! 
Tks W4ZGG.... 


SELL: COLLINS Transmitter, 516 power supply 312B station control, 
75A4 receiver,. All in good condition except 3281 needs repair VOX 
circuit. Manuals included. All for $400. Herman Agostini WB4FJY, 
2143 N. Hampton Cir., Winter Park, FL 32792 407-657-2857. 


FOR SALE: Antenna tuner Murch UT-2000A $75. Hewett Packard 
frequency counter 10-225 MHz no. 5382A digital readout, like new, 
cost $500, sell for $125. R. C. Davis W4GEU, 4808 Rollinglen Loop 
West, Lakeland, FL 33809 858- 1981 Prices FOB Lakeland. 


SELL: YAESU FT101EX, excellent shape. Also Bird 4115 thru-line 
monitor, mint condx. Joe Manning WA4MXK, 18356 Robinson Ave., 
Port Charlotte, FL 33952 813 625-1562 


FOR SALE: Heath SB-104A, 20 A Pwr sply, VFO Phone patch, SWR 
wat mtr, digital solid state 1 watt 100 watt, new finals $425.00 Cobra 
2000 Base 10 Mtrs installed $350.. WANTED: VFO 901 DM, speaker - 
phone patch SP-901, FTV901R. VHF UHF transverter, FA 9 fan YO901 
multiscope. Wayne Smith N4VGY, 7040 SW 17 PL, Ocala, FL 32674 
904 237-6351. 


A FELLOW WHO ALWAYS SAW SPOTS BEFORE HIS EYES WENT 
TO SEE ANEYEDOCTOR....... W4ZGG. 
WANTED: Small: 8 or 10 or 12. TV Color monitor to be used in my TV 
production work. Perfer local pick-up. Andy Clark W4IYT, 41 Lenape 
Drive, Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 
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FOR:SALE: Galena crystal detector assembly $25. Galena vate and 
cat whiskers, $1. each. L.. W. Gardner W2QBC, 458 Two Mile Creek Rd. 
Tonawanda, NY 14150 716-873-0447. 


SELL: MFJ-949D tuner only used with stacked beams, antennas are now 
matched, dont neet it, excellent condition, 2 months old. $99. Joe Ciardi 
17402 Brian Dr., Jupiter, FL 33478 407 747-3584. 

FOR SALE: EIMAC 8438 tube used, looks new in orig box $55.00. 
Andy Clark W4l1YT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888- 
3874 anytime. (Have answer machine.) 

SELL: COLLINS S Line (WE) 3281, 7581, 312B-4, 516F-4. All late 
model mods by Collins Service . Great shape. Best offer over $650.00 
New in original boxes: 5 element 20 meter Telrex beam $550. 2 ele- 
ment 40 meter Mosely beam $450. Mini beam $100. Never used 80 ft. 
Rohn 55. QST price 180/section. Sell all 8 for $975. U Ship, or pick 

up. Jim Stone KW3Y 125 NE 55 Ave., Ocala, FL 32671 904-694-7071 
nights only. 


BEHIND EVERY SCHEDULE, SOMEONE IS RUNNING !.i W4GZZ 
SELL: Renwese TH415A, 440 mi mHz, handie-talkie, new with warranty, 
full scan, PL $280. WW 11! ‘‘Gibsongirl’’ ELT with case, very good condx. 
$115. No Collect calls. Hank Holluhauer K4TTO,7426 Wayland Blvd., 
Orlando, FL 32807 407 657-0656. 


WANTED: SWAN MB-80 transceiver. FOR SALE (you ship) TR4/PS; 
Nat! NC-300 receiver; Kenwood 2 meter; SWANS 500, 240/P.S. Hammar- 
lund 105TR. Call Lee K4HIG. J. L. Hall K4HIG, 155 Bry-Lynn Dr. 
Melbourne, FL 32904 407 723-9337. 


TOWER WORK FOR HIRE. Safe experienced tower climber. | have 
my own tools, safty belt, gin pole, etc. Fellow ham for nine years 
KA4YFQ. Perfer Broward County area. Reasonable Fee. Call Mark at 
961-2642:. Mark Lavallee KA4Y FQ, 1900 N. 39th Ave., Hollywood, 
Pi s302 1). 


FOR SALE: KENWOOD TS-780 multi-mode mult. band 2 meter, and 
70CM transceiver. Yaesu FT-620B 6 meter SSB. ICOM EX-2. R. F. Ochs 
K4KCF, 1308 Tradewinds Way, Lantana, FL 33462 407 585-6734. 


HAVING FUN IS A LOT LIKE INSURANCE THE OLDER YOU GET, 
THE MORE IT COSTS! . W4ZGG.. 

Sell: 35 ft. H.D. tower $75. TS 520 transceiver with D D104 mic $400. 
Transell trans a liser $40. TS700A all mode 2 mtr transceiver with MC- 
50 mic $400. MFJ 1270 packet terminal $80. in box new. - J CAT” 
modem in box new $40.. Roger C. Millard N4QHN, 2028 Barelona 

Dr. South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712 813 867-0014. 


SELL: ICOM 720A, PS15, SP-3, all mint condition, perfect order, on the 
air now. Improved xtal filter, all original boxes. Full documentation & 
manuals. Must sell $755. George Collins WD4PS?", 10930-49 St., Clear- 
water, FL 34622 813 546-1070. 


WANTED: Old or unusual BUGS (Speed keys). Smiley WB4EDB PO 
Box 5150, Fredericksburg, VA 22403 or call collect 703 373-0996. 


SELL: DENTRON linear 2500 watts - MLA2500, mint. All original, 
manual, box and bill of sale. (new) lo hours at low power. Must sell 
original 28 MHz unit $455. George Collins, WD4PSK 10930-49 St., 
Clearwater, FL 34622 813 546-1070. 


YAGI BUILDERS! Traps for tubing elements. 10, 12, 15, 17 and 20 
mtrs. Good for 1500 PEP. SASE for details. No Collect calls. Brown 
Engineering, Inc., 5501 SW 25th Ct., Hollywood, FL 33023 305 
889-4658. PPP nc 2 


RADIO SHACK TRS80 model four computor, 64K, two SSDD disks, 
RS232 Board, green screen and software, like new only $255. with orig. 
box. George Collins WD4PSK, 10930-49th St., Clearwater, FL 34622 
813 546-1070. 


COLLINS MANUALS. All very clean. 75S-3 & 75S3A: 709E-1, 351D-1 
70E-15 32S-1 516F-2 313B-4 & 3122B, 136B-2, 62S-1 and 312B-4 and 
312B-5. $15. each post paid any place. Andy Clark W4lYT, 41 Lenape 
Drive, Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 


NEED TUBES? ? Have huge inventory. Call for price quotes. 
Also buy tubes, D & C Electronics/Dick Gross N1BGL, 3089 
Deltona Blvd., Spring Hill, FL 34606 904 688-2374. 
PARR NS TY OPRAH je 


COAX: Short lengths of RG8U 1 to 5 & 6 feet with connectors on both 
ends. $3. each. New onspoo!l RG8U_ .25 cents per foot. New RG-§9U 
(72 ohm) .07 cents per foot. . Used Beldin 8212 $12 per foot. Will throw 
in free other lengths with purchase. Various coax connectors .40 to .75 
cents each. State needs. Andy Clark W4IYT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs 
FL 33166 305 888-3874. 
‘HELLO TEENAGERS: All Dade Teen-age> (18 and younger) to joina newly 
formed ‘’Teen age Club - TAC) Plans or Fi Ic! Day, special Teen projects, 
contests emergency woork. Call Brandon Gerson KC4HDJ, 279-6881 in 
Miami. 279-0881 week days please. 


SALE: Handy-Talky 2 mtr Yaesu FT208R & NC-8 desk charger one month 
use only. Excellent condition with manual $260. WANTED: Hnady-Talky 
dual band 2 mtr 440- & radio ham programs for Coco 2 ( TRS-80 Tandy) 
need disk drive. Marcelo Larghi KC4GBY, 8810 Fount. Bleau Blvd. No. 217 
Miami, FL 33172 305 551-9340. 


DISCOUNT Computer books - large selection, fast service, top books. Free 
Diskette catalog. THE BOOKMAN, Suite 301, 6860 Gulfport Blvd. South, 
St. Petersburg, FL 33206 813 360-6288. 


WHATIS A NET? 
By Ruth Hoffman, N4LMC 
1628 Cleveland Street 
Clearwater, Florida 34615 

Due to the severe controversy on 20 and 15 meters I feel that 
perhaps a short article in your magazine might be worth while. 

What is a net? Well that depends on your point of view. If you are 
a DXer or a rag-chewer you might find them in the way and using 
up band space. Or if you want to meet a particular station at a 
particular place a traffic net can be very much appreciated. Ac- 
tually, itis an ‘‘on the air club”’ and it has a structure. 

A traffic net is headed up by a manager and usually a board of 
directors, net controls and the U&V stations. Along with all who 
volunteer their time and knowledge, are all the check-ins. 

It is important to put into practice good operating procedure and 
implementation of the FCC Rules and Regulations when involved in 
any of the aforementioned positions. Many unforseen situations 
arise and as these occur it will be a good learning situation. 
However, it is best not to wait until this occurs. 

We need to remember that people are the heart of any 
organization. Hams are people and we need to keep one of the most 
enjoyable experiences that amateur radio operators can have, free 
from criticism. : 

When I first became involved with traffic handling I heard 
things I did not understand. For example ‘‘U&V.”’ What did that 
mean? 

Then call signs were given phonetically with countries. I thought 
I found a D.X. bonanza. Hi hi there, is no place for cutsie pie 
phonetics when involved in traffic handling. 

Above all, courtesy should be employed in responses to queries, 
complaints and just plain errors on the part of someone calling C.Q. 
on your frequency. 

Known illegal traffic and/or call signs should be encouraged not 
to check in and all net participants should be aware of how to check 
these calls in the simplest of fashion. 

Finally, all amateurs need to know Part 97.217 which deals with 
third-party traffic. Also Part 97.111 regarding business com- 
munications. 

The FCC no longer requires logging of the amateur operation 
with the exception of some repeater operations. However, it is a 
good idea to log emergency traffic and/or unusual check-ins or 
phone patch problems. It is the responsibility of the person running 
the patch to be sure FCC Rules are observed. 

A question I am asked often is: Do you have to check everyone 
into the net that asks? The answer to that is ‘‘no.”’ If a known in- 
terferer, or ‘“‘bad apple’’ tries to check in — ignore him or her. 
Hopefully, the offender will go away. This is taken from the FCC 
Rule Book — chapter seven — pages seven through ten. 

Know and be fluent in procedure for handling emergency 
traffic. The Coast Guard has specific questions they would like 
asked before you call them for assistance and this should always be 
before you. 


How about two meters? Well, these same procedures need to be 
followed. There are many offenders on two meters with atito- 
patches, etc. Let’s clean up our act and do the right thing before the 
FCC comes in and removes many privileges we now enjoy. 

Hope this can be of some help. KV4FZ, Herb Schoenbohm, is 
going to write to you extolling his purity regarding his actions on 
the frequencies and ask it to be printed. I, for one, as‘a victim, 
consider him to be a scourge of the airways. He is doing everything 
possible to ruin amateur radio. 


POLISHING BRASS 
By Dan Laxon, W4DL 
(continued from last month) 

We had on board an Army radio team. Their equipment was ona 
rack shaped to fit over a mule’s back: They also had a generator 
that was pedaled like a bicycle. 

They were dropped off about 20 miles south of Memphis near 

Eberts Bar. They had asked as they went ashore to monitor their 
frequency and let them know how far I could read them. I lost them 
after three miles and radioed Memphis to advise them. I don’t 
know who picked them up. 

_ The weather remained the same. The sun, a faint white glow in 
the eastern sky. It never broke through the overcast. There was 
only leaden skies, leafless trees and muddy water. There was also 
several species of disorganized birds who sat on tree limbs and 
scolded one another. The ground feeding birds were out of luck. 

As we turned west to go to a levee, I saw stretching south a long, 
line of telephone poles, only the top three feet out of the water, we 
went right across it to pick up several shivering people stranded on 
a levee. 

Trapped in his barn loft an old man stepped on to our upper deck 
and said he wasn’t going to leave unless we found his cow. We had 
already found his cow. Her bloated body was hung ona barbed wire 
fence under water about 200 yards away. We also saw what might 
have been his cat and dog as their bodies shot out from under the 
stern wheel. 

The Captain talked the old man into going below and getting 
something to eat, but before he left he told us the latest news, he 
understood there was quite a flood at ‘‘Paducay.”’ 

I knew that when it was all over he would wash and scrape the | 
high-water mark off the walls, sweep out the mud and go right 
back. Nearly all refugees did, it was their home, water or no water. 

There were no regular radio schedules, the striker slept as much 
as he could during the day and stood watch at night up to midnight. 
Most spotting was done daytime so the frequency was seldom 
used. Occasionally I was awakened, someone was calling us. In- 
variably the signals were up river, it was easy radio. 

When we returned to Memphis, the striker and I visited the Har- 
ahan Bridge and the refugee camp at the fairgrounds, It was a busy 
place. 

Sailors from the Philadelphia Navy Yard had brought motor 
launches, TVA had 300 men in their own tent city. They had boats, 
big trucks and small trucks. 

On the east bank of the river there was a long row of crated 
outboard motors, if you had a hull and was engaged in rescue work 
you could get one. 

The Casino, former night spot had refugees sleeping in it and 
there was a baby clinic there also. 

Across the Harahan Bridge the refugees still came. There was a 
lot of livestock. There was a warning regarding profiteers. 

I felt sorry for the small children. They were piled in wagons, 
trucks and cars along with household furnishings and bedding. 
Their eyes little pools of sorrow. They were frightened and hungry. 

One little girl, holding what looked like an artificial flower, 
would break away from her parents, dressed in typical overalls and 
gingham, their stomachs matched but not for the same reason. 

Everything the little girl saw was a wonder, the sky, the water, 
the bridge, it was an adventure. I wondered if she was from one of 

the remote cultural pockets like the ‘‘sinks’’ I had seen in Northern 
Alabama. Finally she got too frisky and her parents held her tightly 
between them. 
To Be Continued Next Issue 
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At his home in St. Petersburg Beach, Carl Luhn K4CL (left) 
receiving congratulations and ARRL-50 Year Membership 
Plaque from Woody Huddleston, K4SCL, Asst. Dir. S.E. Div., 
ARRL on april 6, 1989. Nice going Carl! ! 


REPLACEMENT OF HAM TAGS 
By John, KC4N 
ARRL State Government Liaison 

During the year from July, 1989 to June 1990, all amateur 
automobile license plates issued prior to May of 1986 will be 
replaced with new plates. This will not include amateur Challenger 
plates, since none of them were issued prior to May of 1986. 

You will be notified by mail well before your birth month about 
the procedure. AA4TI, born in October, received her forms in June, 
and you are allowed 60 days to submit them. For the most part the 
forms are self-explanatory, but a few points are confusing for 
hams. 

First, the plate-replacement form lists the ranges of license 
plates to be replaced, and the ranges do not include many ham 
tags. Ignore that listing. Go ahead and fill out the form and submit 
it. 

Second, the tag form indicates that you can get your new plates 
by going to your local tag office. The tag bureau in Tallahassee tells 
me that is not the case. You must order your new plates by mail 
from Tallahassee. 

Pay the amount listed under ‘‘By Mail Pay.’’ (Ignore the county 
branch office price. ) 

Third, the new tags will cost on the order of $5.00 more than in 
the past. In AA4TI’s case, the tax went up $1.00. The $2.50 service 
charge remained the same, but a charge of $3.00 is made for the 
new plate. The mail cost goes up from 50¢ formerly for a sticker to 
$1.30 for a new plate. 


HURRICANE SEASON 

As you all know hurricane season is once again upon us! Its time 
to start thinking about making plans to check all antenna guy lines 
and signing up with your ARRL Emergency Coordinator to assist 1n 
the event of a communications break down in your area. — 

Once again Florida Skip is offering free of charge to its mem- 
bers a ‘‘Safety Tips for Severe Weather’ pamphlet put out by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). It is 
chuck full of useful information about things to do and a hurricane 
tracking chart. What supplies you should have on hand before the 
storm, etc. 

If you want one, send a self-addressed stamped envelope to: 
Hurricane Information, Florida Skip, P.O. Box 501, Miami 
Springs, Florida 33266 and one will be in the mail the following mid 

A.C. 


From P. 1 
ec 
lines and causing auroras over widespread areas. 

A March 13, 1989, flare which resulted in a power blackout in 
Quebec, also cast a rare reddish glow over South Florida night 
skies and snarled some television broadcasts. 

The huge flares could signal prone ahead for satellites. 

— Reprinted from the Miami Herald, June 9, 1989 
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notice of violation should be sent by the Auxiliary Regional 
Monitoring Station or the Amateur Auxiliary Coordinator. A record 
of this second notice is sent to the FCC Field Operations Bureau - 
concerned for notification and filing. 

This satisfies 97.113, when the FCC sends a citation. 

The next violation should be the one that requires a retest of the 
amateur station involved, because it has become obvious that the 
amateur is willfully violating the rules or he does not understand 
his responsibility. é 

The Volunteer Examiner Coordinators are then requested to 
make a retest of the station within three months, at his con- 
venience. The station in violation should not be allowed to operate 
until the retest is completed. 


Sequence of events: 

1. Amateur Auxiliary notice. 

2. Amateur Auxiliary RMS or Coordinator Notice. (FCC 
notified and filed) FCC can issue citation at this point 

_ First citation. 

3. Upon being notified by the RMS or coordinator, the FCC 
issues a citation. Second citation 97.113 calls for retest. 

4. Retest performed by VEC or FCC. 


At the present, Administrative Sanctions 97.131, 97.133 and 
97.135 are concerned with interference to stations in the domestic 
broadcast service, when receivers of good engineering design 
including adequate selectivity characteristics are used to receive 
such transmission. 

All the amateur interference cases I have handled in the last 
nine months have concerned interference of this type. It was found 
that all involved receivers of inadequate design, and inadequate 
selectivity. 

Until such time that the FCC, tighten manufacturers 
specifications, the rules are useless. > 

The violations for the retest need not be for the same violation. 
Just three notices. One from the Amateur Auxiliary, one from the 
FCC (follow-up of the AAC or RMS notice) and one for the final 
violation, again from the FCC. A one- or two-year time period could 
be included. 

The idea behind the retest is to furnish a deterrent. 

The consensus of most of the amateurs is: “I hope I never have 
to take the test again.’’ Especially the C.W. requirements. 

I also think that a lot of the so-called, purchased licenses, are a” 
major contributor in the illegal phone patch problems. If anyone 
has purchased a license — be it a boater, missionary or any person 
doing business in the South American countries — they will 
naturally not want to be retested, so they will obey the rules and 
regulations a lot closer. 

Most amateurs go through an entire lifetime with one or less 
notices. The retest takes three notices within a specified time 
period. So, the only ones that need to worry are the willful violators. 

The amateur bands and privileges belong to you, the amateur 
community. We are trying to find ways to keep them that way. Let 
me know what you think. 


LOOK AGAIN 
Look at the top line of your mailing label. This is 
your ONLY REMINDER WHEN YOUR SUBSCRIP- 
.TION RUNS OUT! You can renew ANYTIME before 
experation date and our computer will automatically 
“ADD ON” from that date. It is just like putting 


money in the bank. We take renewals for one, two or 
three years, if you so desire. 

So it’s up to you to watch that top line. If you miss, 
the computer will automatically skip over your ad- 
dress when printing mailing labeis. 

Thanks for your cooperation in this important mat- 


ter. — 73, Editor 


